











making 2012 its 475th anniversary

year.

That said, we realize we are
living in a day which doesn't
look favorably on reviewing the
past. Even in many religious
quarters the "ancient” creeds and
confessions are frowned upon, if
not discounted, as not useful for
our “advanced” day and age.

We have a stark example of this in
a pamphlet picked up at a Christian
church in our city where we audited
a creation seminar last fall (the
seminar sponsored by Answers in
Genesis was great!). The host church
introduced people to their church
with words such as these:

Just who and what is... [our] Church?
Our beliefs are simple:
Godis God... always has been
and always will be.
Jesus is God's Divine son [sic]!
The Holy Spirit is real and has his very own
personality, personhood, and purpose.

God said it - we believe it — which settles it!

[Following a listing of Bible
passages which this church
purports to believe, this
“statement of belief” is given:]

We are a family of believers who seek to follow
Christ only, to be Christians only. We purpose
to restore the church to what is described in
the New Testament. Therefore we accept no
human creed or confession of faith. Christ is

our creed (Matthew 16:16), the bible [sic] is
our only rule of faith and practice which leads

Title page from 1580 Book of Concord

us to and [sic] ever growing relationship with
its author, our Lord and Savior: Jesus Christ.

Is there anything amiss with
such a statement? Perhaps not on
the face of it, yet the “face” of a
religious statement may camouflage
a whole lot of unsavory things—as a
mask may cover some ugly scars

and blemishes.

So it is that Lutherans who
strive to walk in the footsteps of
Dr. Luther are much inclined to
follow his lead when it comes to

statements of religious belief.

We count ourselves among
such Lutherans. We are
conscience-bound not just to say
“this we believe” on the basis of
the Bible, but at the same time
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to spell out—as did Dr. Luther
and the rest of our confessional
forefathers—exactly what it is we
believe on a given Bible teaching,
then adding “this we reject” to

all that is in conflict with God's
Word of truth on the matter. Our
confessions approach the divinely
inspired Holy Scriptures that
way, and so do we, because any
“humanly inspired” false teachings
are spiritually harmful and even
deadly to blood-bought souls (see
Matthew 7:15, Romans 16:17-18,
2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

Consider: “After Jesus had asked His
disciples about the false ideas others had of
Him, He turned to them and said, ‘Who do

yousay I am?’ Thg)} confessed, ‘You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God’ (Matthew
16:16). In the face of error, Christians confess
the truth that the Holy Spirit has taught them
in Scripture. A Christian says, ‘This is what
I believe; this is what I have learned from
Scripture; this I am convinced is the true
meaning of Scripture.”” (Martin Luther:
Reformer, A.. Schuetze, NPH,
2005, p. 93).

So, in stark contrast to what is
asserted in the “statement of belief”
above, we of the Church of the
Lutheran Confession (CLC) have
always been and remain a creedal/
confessional church in a “deeds not
creeds” day. We stand with Luther
and those confessing Lutheran
Christians who over four centuries
ago penned the Confessions
contained in the Book of Concord.

Consider further: “Occasions for
confession were frequent for Luther. There
was Rome with its numerous errors. There
were those who claimed to be reformers but
departed from the truth: Carlstadt, {wingli,
the Anabaptists, and the Sacramentarians.
Luther was not a heresy hunter. But Satan
raised opposition everywhere, and the
Reformer had to contend and say, 'Here
stand." By confessing the truth in the face of
error—by confessions he wrote as occasions
demanded—Luther gave the emerging church
an identity. It was necessary that the Lutheran
church become a confessing church. If it is to
remain faithful to its Lord, it must continue as

such.” (Ibid.)

Stay tuned, dear readers, as we
take a closer look at Dr. Luther's
Smalcald Articles in coming months.
We hope to grow together in
appreciation of our identity
as a confessional Lutheran

church/synod.

— To follow —
2) Historical Setting of the SA

3) God’s Word Alone the Rule
of Faith

Planned series on the

Smalcald Articles:

#1 Of the Divine Majesty/Redemption/
Salvation by Grace

#2 Of the Mass

#3 Of Cloisters/Papacy

#4 0f Sin and the Law

#5 Of Repentance

#6 Of the Gospel and Sacraments

#7 Of Keys and Confession

#8 Of Ordination/Traditions/Conclusion
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CHAPEL ADDRESS

Immanuel Lutheran College, Eau Claire, Wisconsin
Prof. Paul Schaller, Speaker

Some men came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four of them.

Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an

opening in the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered

the mat the paralyzed man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith,

He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” Mark 2:3-5

Friends Indeed

his is one of my favorite
times of the year, not
because the weather

is always perfect, but because
usually at this time of year
(September—ed.) there are not too

many on campus who are sick.

Of course, being sick can have
an up-side too. A gentleman in
the hospital had severe back pains,
so that he could not even lie on
a hospital bed. He had to lie,
without moving, on a gurney that
was hard-as-a-board. When asked
about it, he said, “You know, it
has given me time to think about
what’s important in life, and it isn’t
spending all my time and energy

. . "’
selling insurance!

Being sick can break up your
daily routines and allow you to
think about spiritual relationships
that so easily get pushed to the side
in daily life. Washing windows,
scrubbing floors, or raking leaves
on a Saturday morning can also

give you a chance to think. Alone

with your thoughts, you might
remember some of the unkind
words that you used to hurt a
friend or the selfish thoughts
behind some hidden deeds.

Perhaps that was the case for the
paralyzed man in Capernaum.
He was dependent on four of his
friends to transport him around
the community, but he could still
think, couldn’t he? Maybe he
realized that his heart could also
be paralyzed at any time, and he
needed to be ready to meet God.
It’s true of all of us, but we seem
to think of it more easily when we
are afflicted in some way. Maybe
the man even thought that his
paralysis was punishment for
some sin that he had committed,
not an uncommon idea in those
days—or these. At any rate, he
was apparently troubled, and his
friends thought that Jesus
could help.

Maybe they thought healing
would help, and knew Jesus could
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do it. Maybe they saw that he was
troubled and did not know what
would help, but thought that Jesus
could. No matter what lay behind it,
these were not your average, run-of-
the-mill friends.

So often in this life “friends” have
instead carried friends away from
Jesus to worldly solutions: cheating,
stealing, looking to inner strength,
or..."you look like you could use a
drink!” But these men were going
to bring their friend to Jesus even
if it meant digging the tiles off the
roof (creating another burdensome
job for themselves later to repair the
damage). Yet, even if it made them
look foolish and impractical, they
were going to bring their friend

to Jesus!

Jesus saw their faith, how far they
were willing to go, trusting Him to
do the best thing, and He turned to
their helpless friend with the power
of God unto salvation: “Son, your sins
are forgiven.”

Do you have friends like that?
Many of you could start with your
parents. When you were a helpless
infant—and a vocal portion of
Christendom was saying, "infant
baptism does no good"—they
carried you to the font to receive
the washing of regeneration.

Do you have friends like that?
Many in our country last week
watched a video of people lifting a

burning car to drag a stranger to

safety from under it. They did not
ask themselves if the car was hot or
about to explode. Some of them did
not even know if the driver was alive
or already dead. They saw someone
paralyzed, helpless, and they moved
a great obstacle to help him.

Do you have friends like that?
Better! I hope here at ILC you
will not remain strangers to those
friends around you who will see
when you are troubled and in
need, and will take you to Jesus, no
matter how hard the task may seem!
Sometimes you may be the one who
makes it hard for them if you are
not aware that your real problem is
that you need to hear His voice say,
"Child, your sins have been put away

from you."

But God knew what you needed
and sent His Son to befriend you as
no one else could, laying down His
life for you, taking the bullet that
you deserved so that you might live!
And now He also sends friends to
you who consider you to be a gift to
them, and who daily take you to the
throne of grace, praying that you
might be blessed.

If you have friends like that, it is
no accident. It is a gift of God to
you. And even if you do not feel it,
but feel numb, helpless, paralyzed
in the face of life’s challenges, you

will be blessed. You have

His Word on it!! .

Amen!
.
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Surely He has borne our griefs

And the sin which lay at the
root of our griefs and sorrows has
been dealt with once and for all.
Sin—with the wrath and curse of
God on account of that sin!—has
been removed forever!

In Jesus we find the cure for the
grief that afflicts us in this life.

We turn to Jesus because He is
our Redeemer who cares for us and
willingly bears our infirmities.

We turn to Jesus in confident

prayer because we know He hears

Continued from Page 4

our prayers and has demonstrated
for us how much He cares.

We turn to Jesus because He
has shown that He has the power
to deliver us from sin and all its

consequences.

In Jesus we find hope and
deliverance for this life and, even
more importantly, for the life to
come where there will be no more death,
sorrow, or crying, for the former things will
have passed away (Revelation 21:4.).

T

Jesus ... went fO rward Continued from Page 5

coming, could it have been that
He didn’t know WHY these things

were coming?

Yes, He did know! And it
was for that very reason that

“Jesus ... went forward”!

The Savior knew why the soldiers
and officers were there to take
Him—as Matthew records in his
Gospel, “All this was done that the Scriptures
of the prophets might be fulfilled” (26:56).

Knowing the WHAT and the
WHO and the WHY, Jesus went
forward, as the entire verse puts it:
“Jesus therefore, knowing all things that

would come upon Him, went forward...”

—FOR US!

He went forward so that salvation

could be gained for the world of

sinners. He went forward “for this
purpose” that as the Son of God

“He might destroy the works of the devil”

(1 John 3: 8).

He went forward, taking our

place, bearing “our sins in His own

body on the tree, that we, having died to sins,
might live for righteousness — by whose stripes
_you were healed” (1 Peter 2:24).

Therefore I will forever
Give thanks continually,
O Jesus, loving Savior,
For what You did for me.

I'll spend my breath in praises
For Your sad cry, Your suff rings,
Your wounds, Your guiltless death.

(CW #109:4)

Q
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Announcement

ILC REGENTS CALL FOR
NOMINATIONS

The Board of Regents of Immanuel Lutheran
College invites nominations for the office
of President of ILC. The current term

of Professor John Pfeiffer expires June
30, 2012. All pastors, professors, male
teachers, and voting members of the CLC
are entitled to nominate a man from the
faculty of Immanuel Lutheran College to
serve a two-year term beginning July 1,
2012. Nominations must be written or
E-mailed no later than midnight April 15,
2012 to:

Mr. Craig Ryan, Secretary
ILC Board of Regents

499 Country Lane

Fulda, MN 56131
cryan@pagelprinters.com

Special thanks this month to:

Roger Loveless who is a professional illustrator on a national basis.

He has enjoyed working with clients from the entertainment industry, publishing, advertising,
including Milton Bradley, Nickelodeon, and Paramount Studios. We thank Roger for allowing our little
publication to print his painting “My Redeemer Lives” (page 11) in this month’s issue.

About the cover:

Matt Schaser art directed and designed this month?s cover, and if you are a veteran reader of the Lutheran
Spokesman you saw a similar cover back in March 1996. He designed that cover as well, but back then, he
didn't art direct and design the layout of the publication. Matt wanted to bring back this cover design so
that it could be incorporated throughout the issue. If you have photos and art (in digital formats) send
them to mschaser@sbcglobal.net and they will be considered for use in future issues.
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