


























That in turn being the case, it is
common among us to “test the spirits
whether they are of God...” (1 Jn. 4:1),
as Holy Scripture directs. If something
is said or written among us that may
not be clear—whether in our pulpits,
Bible Classes, classrooms, publica-
tions, conference and convention
essays—it is only fitting and proper
that in a spirit of Christian love and
concern the matter be clarified in keep-
ing with Scripture through brotherly
discussion and debate. 

What is being said here finds
expression in the following paragraph
of the Brief Statement:

The orthodox character of a church
is established not by its mere name nor
by its outward acceptance of, and sub-
scription to, an orthodox creed, but by
the doctrine which is actually taught in
its pulpits, in its theological seminar-
ies, and in its publications. On the
other hand, a church does not forfeit its
orthodox character through the casual
intrusion of errors, provided these are
combated and eventually removed by
means of doctrinal discipline, Acts
20:30; 1 Tim. 1:3. (“Of the Church,”
Brief Statement, par. 29).

The very name of our synod—
Church of the Lutheran Confession—
is intended to convey to ourselves in
particular and to the world in general
that ours is a confessional church. We
strive to be that not only in name but
also in practice. The synod’s not infre-
quent “controversies” can and should
be seen as our striving to maintain an
orthodox (truth-teaching) theological
posture among ourselves first of all,
but again also before a watching world.
This does not mean that we critique
one another for the sake of being criti-
cal. Rather, our hope and prayer is that,

whatever the discussion or debate, it be
carried on out of love for preserving
the gospel of Jesus Christ in its truth
and purity. When that is kept in mind,
God’s believing children will be
“speaking the truth in love” even as
they are “endeavoring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace”
(Eph. 4:3,15).  

The sad fact is that all of us, though
Christian believers, are sinful human
beings, and in the face of doctrinal dis-
cussion (“controversy”), the sinful
nature easily comes to the surface, dis-
playing unchristian traits such as love-
lessness, strident tones, prideful preju-
dices, and/or simple sin-blinded human
reasoning.

However, the possibility of such sin-
ful factors beclouding a well-inten-
tioned doctrinal discussion or debate
should not and dare not lead to the con-
clusion that our—or any—church body
is better off by refusing to “test the spir-
its...”! If and when a refusal to address
doctrinal issues wins the day, the result
is what is being witnessed in countless
church bodies in our day—practically
anything goes lest a concerned brother
be perceived as self-righteous, judg-
mental, or politically incorrect.

God help us by His Spirit that we
never “forfeit (our) orthodox charac-
ter” in the interest of preserving a false,
merely outward peace. Such forfeiture
would make us guilty of failing to live
up to the Truth and to the very name of
our church body—a name which
means that we are a church committed
to a biblically sound, truly Lutheran
confession of God’s Word of truth!

_________________
RE: FACING PAGE:
A few months ago a synod member

reminded us that 2006 was the tenth
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From the Proceedings of the 22nd CLC Convention, June 17-
21, 1996, at Immanuel Lutheran College, Eau Claire, Wisconsin....

SANCTIFICATION
1. Sanctification is not something that the believer does, it is what the Holy Spirit

does in the believer. From beginning to end, sanctification is the work of the Holy
Spirit in the believer. The monergism of grace needs to be maintained in sanctifica-
tion (1 Cor. 1:2; 6:11; Concordia Triglotta 895:37; 229:8).

2. The sanctified life of believers, including every work by which they serve and
glorify God, is due to the Holy Spirit who has renewed them and continues to work
in them by grace. It is in this sense that one may speak of the sanctified life as being
a gift of grace. The life that is Spirit-lived is a fruit of being Spirit-filled (new man).

3. Because the Holy Spirit has sanctified them, believers are the doers of good
works. Thus, these works are the manifestations of the sanctifying work of the Holy
Spirit (Rom. 8:1,4; Ps. 110:3; CT 905:63; 807:6).

4. Good works are the fruit of faith working by the love generated by the Holy
Spirit. The faith that the Spirit of God creates is simultaneously receiving the full
grace in Christ Jesus and moving the Christian to lead the Spirit-filled life. Sin in the
life of the Christian is not of the Spirit but of the old man, for which reason we need
daily repentance (CT 941:9ff; Acts 16; Fourthly of Baptism; Rom. 6:4-6).

5. The good works of believers are in full accord with the immutable will of God
revealed in the Law (Deut. 12:8, 28, 32; CT 967:17).

6. When we speak of progress in connection with sanctification, we do not mean that
a person becomes holier in God’s sight. It means that sanctification is not static, but that
it is ongoing. The evidence of this is in the growth of faith, love, knowledge, etc.

THE THIRD USE OF THE LAW
1. The immutable will of God and the Law are identical in content - LOVE.

However, the Law because of sin is coercive and condemnatory.
2. The Law in all its uses only applies to the Christian insofar as he is flesh or old

man, because of sin (CT 805; 963).
3. For the Christian insofar as he is new man the Law does not apply in any of its

uses (curb, mirror, rule or doctrine, demand and curse) (Pieper, Christian Dogmatics,
Vol. 3, p. 237).

4. The Law in all of its uses retains its full condemning force, even in the third
use when it presents the fixed rule according to which the regenerate, because of
their flesh, are to direct their lives (CT 805:1; 265:55).

5. The Law of God prescribes to believers good works, not solely for a didactic
purpose and not solely for a condemning purpose. It shows and indicates that in this
life good works are still imperfect and impure in them. “That his good works are
imperfect and impure he recognizes from the Law. Rom. 7:7ff.” (Isa. 64;6; CT
969:21; 209; 198)

6. The Law has no power to effect what it demands (Gal. 3:21). It is the Spirit’s
work through the Gospel “to work in us both to will and to do” (Phil. 2:13; CT 905:63).

WHEREAS this statement is correct on the basis of the Scripture and the
Lutheran Confessions; and

WHEREAS no points of controversy were raised that were not considered by this
statement; therefore be it

RESOLVED that this statement is a settlement of the matters in controversy and
that it constitutes our rejection of all prior statements in conflict with the truths
expressed in it.






