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CROWN HIM KING OF ALL
What a breath-taking announce

ment! A King will be bom! Not an
ordinary King, but a King with an
everlasting kingdom!

For this is what the angel Gabriel
told Mary, the lowly girl from Naza
reth: "And, behold, thou shalt con
ceive in thy womb, and shalt bring
forth a son, and shalt call His name
Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto Him the
throne of His father David: and He

shall reign over the house of Jacob
forever; and of His kingdom there
shall be no end."

What a wealth of Old Testament

prophecy is explained by Gabriel's
announcement! When the ancient pa
triarch Jacob lay on his deathbed, he
predicted this great day. "The sceptre
shall not depart from Judah, nor the
ruler's staff from between his feet,
until Shiloh come; and unto Him
shall the obedience of the people be."
Of Jacob's twelve sons Judah was

the one destined to be ruler. Judah
was to be the tribe of kings, culminat
ing in the greatest king of all, Shiloh.
This name most probably means rest-
giver. It is a beautiful description of
Jesus, who gives His people true spiri
tual rest in the forgiveness of sins.

David was the first king from the
tribe of Judah. At his time the Lord
gloriously enlarged His prophecies of
the kingdom. He explained more fully
to David the meaning of Jacob's
ancient prophecy.
God sent the prophet Nathan to

King David with one of the most
amazing prophecies of the Old Testa
ment. David had wanted to build a

house for God, but Nathan told him:
"Thus saith the Lord, Shalt thou build

Me a house for Me to dwell in? The

Lord telleth thee that He will

thee a house."

God explained to David what He
meant: "When thy days be fulfilled,
and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers,
I will set up thy seed after thee, and
I will establish his kingdom. I will
establish the throne of his kingdom
forever. My mercy shall not depart
away from him. Thine house and thy
kingdom shall be established forever."
The whole story of this promise of

God to David and his reaction to it

are recorded in Second Samuel, chap
ter seven. It would be good for us in
this season to read and meditate on

this promise. For David and Nathan
celebrated Christmas about 1000 years
before Jesus was bom by rejoicing
the words of God's Christmas Promise.

This same promise was the recur
ring theme of many psalmists and
prophets. It was their star of hope in a
troubled world. Even when many of
the sons of David proved to be godless
kings, the pious in Israel remembered
that God's mercy would never depart
from the house of David. Even when

the dynasty of David seemingly came
to an end as the Jews were carried off
to captivity in Babylonia, the sure
promise of God to David was not al
together forgotten. They knew David's
kingdom simply could not be at an



end, for God's promise could not be
broken.

We cannot mention here all the

poetic and prophetic references to this
promise. We select just a few out
standing examples to deepen our
Christmas joy in the king God gave
to Mary.

This is the description of Psalm 72:
"He shall have dominion also from sea

^to sea, and from the river unto the
ands of the earth. They that dwell in
the wilderness shall bow before Him;
and His enemies shall lick the dust.
Yea, all kings shall fall down before
Him: all nations shall serve Him. His

name shall endure forever."

O Mary, lowly maiden of Nazareth,
when you heard this psalm in your
youth, did you ever think God would
choose you to be the mother of such
a King? You were from David's royal
family and therefore eligible accord
ing to God's promise to bring Him into
the world. But who would have sus
pected it? Who would still expect a
green shoot to spring up on the old
royal stump of Jesse, David's father?
^ But God cannot lie. When He
>romises. He performs. The 89th
Psalm assures us: "I have sworn unto

David My servant: Thy seed will I
establish forever, and build up thy

throne to all generations. I will not
lie unto David: His seed shall endure

forever, and his throne as the sun be

fore Me. My mercy will I keep for
him forevermore, and My covenant
shall stand fast with him. His seed

will I make to endure forever, 4md his
throne as the days of heaven."
But for 500 years and more the

sceptre of Judah remained hidden.
The royal line of David was still in
existence, but there was little life in
it, Some of the Jews did return from
Babylonia to Jerusalem to restore the
Temple and the true worship of God.
But the people of God's promise were
almost always under the control of the
large world empires. The loyal line of
David did resemble the stump of a
cut down tree. But God had sent His

prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah to
keep the people's hopes alive.

Listen to these words of Isaiah, for

example: "Unto us a Child is bom,

unto us a Son is given: and the gov

ernment shall be upon Hi.s shoulder:
and His name shall be called Wonder

ful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the

everlasting Fatlier, the Prince of

Peace. Of the increase of His govern

ment and peace there shall be no end,

upon the throne of David, and upon
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His kingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with justice and righteous
ness from this time forth and for-

evermore."

Isaiah again: "There shall 'come
forth a shoot out of the stump of Jesse,
and a Branch shall grow out of his
roots. The root of Jesse shall stand
for an ensign of the peoples; to it shall
the Gentiles seek; and His rest shall
be glorious."

In the darkest days of Israel's his
tory Jeremiah added his voice of
prophecy. "Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto
David a Righteous Branch, and He
shall reign as King and prosper, and
shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land. In His days Judah shall be
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely.
For thus saith the Lord, David shall
never lack a man to sit upon the
throne of the house of Israel."

When the fulness of time finally
came, God performed even as He had
promised. The power of the Highest
overshadowed the pious virgin of the
royal family of David. She conceived
and brought forth a Prince. The angels
announced to the Bethlehem shep
herds the birthday of their King and
ours, whose dominion is from sea to
sea, even to the ends of the earth.
O Jesus, tiny infant. You are the

Lion of the tribe of Judah, You are
the Righteous Branch of David, You
are the Green Shoot from the stump
of Jesse. You are the Shiloh, the Rest-
giver, the Prince of Peace. You are
King of kings and Lord of lords. Your
enemies have licked the dust.

For You went from Bethlehem to

Calvary. You conquered Sin and
Death and Hell and Satan himself

and proved Younelf a true King and
Rest-giver to Your people. You give
us true spiritual rest and peace in
Your Word of forgiveness.
May all of us crown Jesus as our

King by trusting in Him and His
victory on the cross in our behalf and

by following His ways. To be sure,
Jesus' kingdom is now hidden in the
seemingly weak Word of the Gospel.
His message is despised, and the,<i^
forces of the devil seem unrestrained.

But His kingdom is everlasting, and
His rule is over all. All power is His
in heaven and on earth. God has set

His King upon His holy hill of Zion,
and the uttermost parts of the earth
have been given to Him for His pos
session. "Every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord."
Sometimes we yearn to see Him dis

play His awesome power, rout the op
position, and vindicate His true fol
lowers. But our King's ways are not
our ways. In this world His followers
must still endure the cross for a time.

Even as Jesus humbled Himself to
be bom of a virgin and was obedient
even unto death on the cross, so alsq^*»v
must we Christians humble ourselvei

in this world and take up our crosses
in cheerful obedience to His will. We

still must live by faith in God's prom
ises and not by sight, even as Jacob
and David and Isaiah and Jeremiah,
who had to wait for Christ's coming.
Our glory will come later, when

Christ comes the second time. The

Book of Revelation is one grand
vision of our King's victory over all
the forces of evil. We trust and love

our conquering King, knowing we
shall share in His triumph to all etern
ity. For "of His kingdom there shall
be no end." D. Lau


