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A HAPPY NEW YEAR

from

THE LORD OF GLADNESS

Here is the key to happiness. It
remains hidden from the eyes of
men who wish to make their own

happiness. It is almost hidden in
our Gospel lesson of a week ago,
the story of Jesus at the wedding in
Cana (John 2:1-11). For it is Mary
who gives us the key, though she
hardly intended to do so. She leads
us to happiness, for she directs us
to the Lord of gladness, the only
source of happiness, when she says
to the servants:

"Whatever he says to you,
do it."

The New Testament writers re

cord only one wedding, for it is the
only important one. Jesus, the Lord
of Gladness was present. John fails
to give us the names of the bride
and groom, for the Guest alone is
to be remembered. At Christmas

we learned again that He is also a
Guest in our homes, that He joined
our family, and in Baptism we
joined His family. But having put
away the Christmas tree with its
cheerful lights and ornaments, have
we forgotten that He is walking
about in our living rooms and
kitchens? Are we worrying about
a happy New Year, when we are
promised the companionship of the
Giver of all gladness for each day
of 1965?

This makes the instruction of

Mary such a blessed word of hap

piness. She directs us to do what
ever He tells us, whatever the Beth
lehem child tells us, whatever He
who came to give His life for us
tells us. His yoke is easy, and His
burden is light: whatever he says
to you, do it.

We will find this a perfect way
for 1965. At the Cana wedding they

had a need. They ran out of wine.
It was not a very important matter.
No one would have suffered had it

not been taken care of, but for Jesus
it was most important. His children
needed something. Their lack of
happiness called forth His first mir
acle. The servants simply did what
Jesus told them to do, no matter
how foolish. That was their part.
The wine was there, and the needs
were taken care of.

This is our word, "whatever he
says to you, do it." This is a word
of trust on Mary's part, and a word
of trust we would share with each

other a thousand times in this com

ing year. We will have many wants.
The lack of things we need will
bother us. When one of us is

worried and concerned, may he al
ways hear from husband or wife or
child or parent this word: "What
ever He says to you, do it." Leave
the rest in His capable hands. Each
day we shalh have our duties and
instructions from the Lord. Perform

them in perfect contentment and



leave the wants and lacks in the

care of Jesus. That is why He came
to your house to live. He can make
bitter water into sparkling wine;
He can make pennies stretch to
dollars; He can turn sorrow to joy
and change tears to laughter. He
exists for one purpose and is with
you for one purpose. He came to
change the sorrow of cursed ones
back to die joy of God's people in
the Garden.
With so great a Guest and so good

a Guest it is not an unpleasant
task to do whatever He asks of us.

Even if He often says, my hour has
not yet come, there is no need for us
to join the world in their greed,
their dissatisfaction, their discon
tent. Happiness is not made of that
stuff. They have no place in homes
where the Lord of Gladness is a

guest. When it seems that Jesus
should have helped, should have
protected, should have healed,
should have provided, should have
solved a problem, then we remem
ber this word, my hour has not yet
come. We go ahead with our duties,
whatever he tells us to do, whether
it is washing dishes or sacrificing
our life for Him. He cannot forget
us or leave us. He is still in the

house as at Cana, studying the
needs and preparing the next
draught of happiness. There is a
happy calm in doing what He says
and waiting for Him, Hih hour, the
right hour. This is contentment.
"Whatever He says to you." He

tells us to seek first the kingdom of
God, and we shall also have clothing
and food. It is as foolish as filling
the water pots, but do it. It means,
make sure you keep Jesus as your
Guest. Make your home a place for
Him, invite Him. Take His Word
and Sacraments; He is in them. He
says to love all men even if they are
most unlovable. He says preach the
Gospel. Our flesh will cry out that
doing these things is the opposite
of happiness, means giving up self
and happiness. Eve tried the other
way to happiness.
Even the commandments of the

Law are no longer burdensome.
Obedience and submission done for

the Lord of Gladness are not a yoke
of sorrow. Loving a bad wife as
Christ loved the Church is doing
what Jesus asks us to do. Frequent
ly advisors, friends, psychiatrists
will urge us to look out for ourselves
and to do what we want to do. Ah,

we know this to be the forked
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tongue of the Enemy of our happi
ness which leads only to thorns and
thistles and sorrow and pain. We
have now tasted what it means to

live in the kingdom of the Lord of
Gladness where the Paradise Gov
ernment is re-established.

Face the year then with complete
confidence in a happy new year
under the Lord of gladness. Cheer
fully do whatever he says to you,

knowing that if the troubles are
small He is anxious to make wine
for you; and if the year brings sick
ness and death, Jesus will just as
easily translate you from this evil
world into the mansions of eternal
joy, where He finally wipes the
last tear from the eyes of His
happy people.

W.S.

from the

EDITOR

BEWARE OF LIFE
The special Christmas issue of

Li/e, devoted to the Bible stands out
as the greatest dishonor to the
Christdiild since Herod tried to
kill Ehm. And as Herod pretended
to the wise men that he wished to

worship the Child, so this issue
gives the impression of honoring
Jesus and the Bible.

The deceiving of millions of
people earns Mr. Luce and com
pany our award for the worst jour
nalism of 1964. Life is a news mag
azine and the contents of this issue

are presented as factual and true.
Wherever the writers do not quali
fy their sentences witii a "maybe"
or ,a "perhaps" the reader is 1^ to
believe that the information is as

truthful and as substantiated as a

report on the inauguration of the
president. When religious mag
azines present material the reader

at least knows that he is being in
vited to sit in the pew of whatever
denomination or society sponsors
the magazine. He knows he is
being preached to by Catholic, Jew,
Baptist, Lutheran, or Unitarian.
Here are some of the untruthful

"facts" in the article. On page six
we read: "When, about 1000 B.C.,
the Hebrews began to record the
old stories and poems . . ." Thus
Life dates the first Old Testament
writings long after Moses. "Archae
ological and linguistic discoveries
.  . . have forced scholars to revise
and refine their old interpretations
of what the Bible says and means."
This would be true if one word
would be added, "imbelieving"
scholars. On the same page: "an
other burden of the Bible is its in

ternal contradictions and crudities."
In the same vein, but more blas
phemous, "later Protestantism . . .



maintained every word was divine
ly and equally inspired. When this
indefensible view was attacked . . .

and when Darwinian geology and
biology challenged the literal truth
of Genesis. . ." This reveals Jesus

Christ as a liar or a fool for He

defended this indefensible view.

Never was a book damned with

such faint praise. "It is certainly
not myth all the way through."
Thank you, Mr. Luce. According to
this entire issue the Bible is not

God's revelation to man but the

"dialogue on this earth between
man and God." Not God with man,
but man with God. On page seven
we leam that in Isaiah 40-66 the

suffering servant of Isaiah is "Is
rael's faithful humility (which)
would become a 'light to the
nations' and atone for the sins of

the whole human race."

The dates on pages 8-9 place the
Exodus around 1200 B.C. though
scholars know that there is much*

evidence for an earlier date (about
1450 B.C.) which would agree with
the chronology of the Bible.
"Who this lone writer (of Genesis

2) was nobody knows." Jesus
Christ called him Moses. This part
even pulls out the ancient chestnut
about Genesis 2 contradicting Gene
sis 1 because there is a more de

tailed account of man's creation.

Equally ridiculous is the charge
that Matthew and Luke disagree
because Luke does not record the

flight into Egypt of Joseph and
Mary and Jesus. How blind and
foolish is man who would never

call an omission a contradiction in

any other book written. God sends

them delusions so that they must
believe a lie. Matthew had excellent

reasons for including the story and
Luke had excellent reasons for

omitting it from His account.
"The Gospels disagree in impor

tant details," is another Life-fact.
"In view of the discordance in the

Nativity and Resurrection stories,
one might justifiably question the
historical truth of almost any story
or quotation in the Gospels." Gen
erously the writer then adds that
many things in the Gospels must
really have happened. He grants
"that there is a share of botii the

'authentic' and 'inauthentic' in the

Gospels. . ." The writers of the Gos
pels "had to rely on oral tradition."
Because one thing is sure: there is
no Holy Spirit. Get the "facts"
from Life.

Perhaps you did not know this
other fact that "Jesus made man's

ultimate salvation depend on his
obedience to the 'perfect law'?"
The forgiveness of sins in Christ's
atonement is missing completely.
The inventory of blasphemies

would be longer than this magazine.
They sire not new, but this is their
greatest display before men and
under the guise of news-reporting;
factual.

This issue does give a rather
clear picture of neo-orthodoxy,
parts of which are taught and ac
cepted in most large church bodies
today, including Lutheran denom
inations. Such views of the Bible

are current and are the basic reason

why we cannot participate but must
condemn the National Coimdl of

Churches and World Council of

Churches.

Don't read Life, read the Book
of Life, for the Scripture cannot be
broken.



CROOKED STICKS AT AUGSBURG A.D. 1530

A VERY CROOKED STICK
Moses was both the spiritual

leader and the civic ruler of his

people. His inspired writings gov
erned not only the religious prac
tices of Israel but also provided
their civic and state laws. So God

ordained to preserve the identity
of His chosen people from whose
midst the Savior was to come. But

that was only for Israel in the Old
Testament time until the Promised

One appeared.
The New Testament lays down

no civic rules and regulations, no
health and safety laws, no criminal
and penal codes, and no state laws
of any kind. It leaves all these
things to the various governments
in the world. It bids us Christians

be subject unto them (Rom. 13:1
ff). It asks us to pray for them
that we may lead a quiet and peace
ful life in all godliness and honesty
(1 Tim. 2:1-2). But it gives the
church neither commission nor re

sponsibility to interfere in matters
of state and in secular government
and political life. The Church's one
commission is to preach the Gos
pel. Christ's kingdom is not of this
world (John 18:36).

But the Roman Catholic Church

had become a kingdom of this
world long before Luther's time.
It crowned emperors in *he Holy
Roman Empire. It exercised great
power and influence over state rul
ers. It brought the authority of the
papacy into the affairs of the state.
On the other hand, the power of
the state was brought into the af

fairs of the papacy.
This explains why both the

Church and the State took action

against Luther. The Pope formally
excommunicated him in 1521 in an

act of church discipline. In the
same year at the Diet of Worms,
Charles V took civil action against
Luther by outlawing him, saying
among other things: "He has sul
lied marriage, disparaged confes
sion, and denied the body and
blood of our Lord. This devil of a

monk has brought together ancient
errors into one stinking puddle and
has invented new ones. His teach

ing makes for rebellion, division,
weu", murder, robbery, arson, and
the collapse of Christendom. He
lives the life of a beast. He despises
alike the ban and the sword. We

have labored with him but he rec

ognizes only the authority of the
Scripture which he interprets in
his own sense."

So Charles, the secular ruler, set
himself up as an authority over
Luther's conscience. When Luther

refused to submit he outlawed him

as a common criminal. Here we

see a very crooked stick — the
Pope upholding'his religious aims
through the state and the state set
ting itself over the conscience of
its subjects in matters of religion.
So it was also at the Diet of Augs
burg. Pope and Emperor worked
together to bring about an agree
ment with those who had left the

Roman Church and to force them

back into its fold.



HOW DID LUTHER REACT
TO THIS STICK?

We may be surprised when we
read his Reflections to the Diet.
Whenever he refers to or addresses

the emperor he does so politely and
with the greatest respect. In spite
of the names Charles had called

him and the action of outlawing
him, Charles still remained "Unser
Kaiser Carolus" (Oiu- Emperor
Charles) to Luther, He honors the
emperor's right to make laws pro
viding it is done without violating
consciences, for instance in the
matter of prohibiting the eating of
meats, as mentioned in a previous
article. He did believe in Romans

13:1, "The powers that be are or
dained of God," and Romans 13:7
"Honor to whom honor is due." A

good example for us. We honor our
government. It is a minister of God
to us (Rom. 13:4). Luther let the

Pope have it, but he never insulted
his government. Because the Scrip
tures nowhere said, "Honor the
Pope," Luther didn't honor him.
But because it says 1 Peter 2:17,

"Honor the king," he honored "Un
ser Kaiser Carolus" as his ruler,
even though Charles deposited il
legitimate children throughout his
realm whom the Pope legitimized
so they could hold high offices of
state. Perhaps Luther didn't know
about that, and if he did, he still
would have honored Charles as the

power ordained by God. He knew
that in His providence God uses
all kinds of people to rule the
world. Charles with all his pious
talk was just another Pilate. But
Luther acknowledged his power
just as Christ acknowledge the pow
er of Pilate (John 19:11) and of

Caesar when He said, "Render
therefore unto Caesar the things
that are Caesar's." (Matt. 22:21)
But Christ in the same place

also added: "And (render) unto
God the things that are God's." At
Augsburg Luther did this too.
When all attempts at reconciliation
failed and the Emperor gave Luther
and his followers till April 1531
to submit or else feel the edge of
the sword, Luther gave God His
due and did not submit. His an

swer was the answer of Peter and

the apostles in Acts 5:29, "We
ought to obey God rather than
men."

Luther was dead set against his
followers using the sword in his
defense. He appealed against its
use to his old friend and adversary,
the powerful Archbishop Albrecht
of Mainz, then at the Diet, in a
10 page letter from the Coburg in
which he pleads: "Since, as has
been said, there is no hope of
agreement in doctrine, I most sub
missively pray that your Electoral
Grace will work together with oth
ers that our adversaries will keep
the peace and believe what they
will, but let us too believe the truth
which has now been made known

before their eyes and found blame
less." If his plea should fail Luther
would choose to suffer the sword

rather than obey the emperor and
disobey God in whose word his
conscience was bound.

Thank God we are Americans

living in a free country. We do not
have to be afraid of the sword if
we for conscience' sake take excep
tion to any religious activities of
the state. We may object to a tax-
supported and state - controlled
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chaplaincy or to prayers in state
schools. But aren't we sometimes
afraid to speak out because of pub
lic opinion ? Here too we ought
to obey God rather than men and
ever guard and defend our religious
liberty and the scriptural principle
of separation of church and state.

Above all let us avoid the imholy
mixing of church and state as seen
in many church bodies who feel
that it is their business to hold

forth on political and social ques
tions. Let us stick to our business
of preaching the eternal Gospel!

Otto J. Eckert

MURTURIN6 TENDER PLANTS
In Bible Knowledge

The Home must Teach it

In order for children to be well

grounded in Bible knowledge it is
necessary for the parents to do most
of the teaching. Simple arithmetic
will show why this is so.
The Sunday School is limited

If children have only a Sunday
School they will, at the very most,
learn only 52 Bible stories in a
year. Most Sunday School series
are set up on a two year cycle.
Thus, allowing for a few repeti
tions, the children learn no more
than 100 Bible stories during their
whole Sunday School career. Even
a four year cycle would teach them
only 200 stories.

The Christian Day School
can do much more
The Christian Day School can,

of course, do much better. One
story each day, 36 weeks a year,
for 8 years (not allowing for neces
sary repetitions) would come to
1,440 Bible stories. Since there are

1,189 chapters in the Bible it is
possible that a Christian Day
School student could cover the
Bible in his school career. How

ever, if a child is to get under
standing, as well as knowledge, he
must have a repetition of many of
the stories.

The Christian Home can do it
The Christian home, on the other

hand, can cover 365 stories a year
by the simple process of taking one
per day. When children have both
a home study and a Christian Day
School, they will be well learned
in the Scriptures. Children who
have only a Sunday School will
receive a very scant instruction.
These especially need home in
struction. But even the children in
a Christian Day School will have
a much better foundation if they
also have Bible instruction in their
homes.

What to use
Now how shall parents do it?

The purpose is to give knowledge
and understanding of the Bible.
For adults and older children there
is nothing better than the Bible
itself. But for younger children the
language and concepts of the Bible
are too difficult. If you can re
tell the story in simple words, you




