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Ecumenical
Every Christian should know this

word, for it is very important It
is pronounced ek-u-men-i-kal, with
the accent on the 'men'. As you
suspected, it comes from the Greek,
and meant the "inhabited world" or

the "whole world." As applied to
the Church it describes the Church

as universal and united, one, world

wide Church.

Ecumenical Movement

This word has been so misused

during the past 50 years that it has

become almost a bad word among
us. The present ecumenical move
ment is an effort of men to bring
about cooperation and union among
the numerous denominations in

Christendom. They are willing to
forgo unity in Christ's teachings, the
unity of the Spirit. Tliey pervert
the meaning of the Church, the task
of the Church, and are organization
mad. The movement consists in a

feverish activity, traveling all over
the globe for conference upon con
ference, for joint worship, joint
communions, for international or

ganizations. It leaves a long trail of
discarded doctrines in its wake,
which must be sacrificed for 'unity".
It is anything but an ecumenical
movement: it is a great fraud and
deceit. Of the ecumenical movement

we want no part and we must con
demn it as destructive and poisonous

to the faith of all God's dear chil

dren.

Ecumenical Spirit
But let's watch out for a trap.

This does not mean that we should

not be ecumenical in spirit. Chris
tians have an ecumenic^ spirit Amd
when we lose that Spirit we have
almost lost the Gospel. To have an
ecumenical spirit means to always
have a sensitivity for the one, true,
invisible Church, the communion of
those who truly believe on the Lord
Jesus. The opposite is the partisan
spirit of the various church bodies
who apply to themselves the title that
they are the true visible church. The

ecumenical spirit is something with
in you, exceedingly personal, and
a gift of the Holy Ghost.
The ecumenical spirit rejoicei

that anyone believes on the Lord
Jesus, no matter in which group he
may belong. And when we find a
believer we are compelled to con
fess ourselves to him and thereby
to our Savior, and even to manifest

this fellowship within the bounds of
truthfulness. When we meet some

one who believes in Christ, this faith

he demonstrates is our first concern,

for by this he is a child of God and

a member of the body of Christ. We
will emphasize our unity and not

immediately bring to the fore that
there are differences in the doctrinal



postions of our respective organiza
tions. Where there is a lack of ecu

menical spirit, the organizational di
visions immediately create a barrier
and produce a legalistic judging and
condemning. Naturally, truthfulness
also belongs to the Gospel-spirit.
Criticism will not be left out, but

it will receive its tone from the Gos

pel.
Ecumenical Confessions

A confessionally minded church
stands in danger of losing its ecu
menical spirit. The confessions of
the Church were indeed a historical

necessity to set forth truth against
error. But a wrong emphasis has
developed when we stress the grov^p
adhering to the Confessions over
against all others. The Lutheran
Confessions are ecumenical, for they
express the truths universally be
lieved by true Christians every
where. We want to be very con
scious of those truths, and cling to
them with steadfast tenacity. But

we want to be very unself-conscious
of our particular group which ad
heres to those truths.

We are not of the ecumenical

movement, but we do not want to
be un-ecumenical. The opposite of
ecumenical in the dictionary is pro
vincial. When Christians become

provincial they set up barriers be
tween themselves and others which

hinder the proclamation of the
good news, which is to all people.

W. S.
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Lights and Shadows from the Old Testament

"And say thou unto the people,
Sanctify yourselves against tomor
row, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye
have wept in the ears of the Lord,
saying. Who shall give us flesh to
eat? for it was well with us in

Egypt: therefore the Lord will give
you flesh, and ye shall eat
Ye shall not eat one day, nor two

days, nor five days, neither ten days,
nor twenty days; but even a whole
month, until it come out at your nos
trils, and it be loathsome unto you:
because that ye have despised the
Lord which is among you, and have
wept before him, saying. Why came
we forth out of Egypt?"

Numbers 11:18-20.

Constant Complaint
The complaint of the children of

Israel during their long journey in
the Arabian wilderness repeated it
self so often and on so many occa
sions that it has become to us as

familiar a part of this history as
are the stories of the Golden Calf,
the crossing of the Red Sea, and the
plague of the fiery serpents. We
have grown so accustomed to hear
ing of Israel's murmurings that we
seldom bother to ask the sensible

question: Whatever was it that so
strongly aroused their unbelief and
blinded them to their true blessings?
For it was indeed unbelief, that la

mented and rebelled, not faith. Is
rael would have liked to have us

think, as it made itself believe, that
the hardships of the journey — lack
of water, lack of the comforts of life,
the stern authority of Moses, the
sharp rocks of the desert, and a
monotony of diet — that these
shook and shattered their trust in

the Lord and His promises. But it

was not really so; and on one oc
casion the Lord undertook to reveal

their self-deceit by gfiving them meat
until they were filled with nausea, in
order that the true thoughts o-f the
people as exposed by God through
Moses might become evident to
them and all posterity: "... it was
well with us in Egypt!"

Freedom of Slavery
On the face of it this attitude may

seem incredible. We too, can think
back to Egypt; and we remember
the gruelling years of bondage, the
whistling whips of the taskmasters,
the wailing of the mothers of infants
drowned by the soldiers of Pharaoh.
No leeks, onions, garlic, or fish,
after which the desert wanderers

said their bellies yearned (Numbers
II :5), could possibly have compen
sated for the pitiful misery of slav
ery. Their God had appealed to
Israel's knowledge of the blessings
of their free state when at Sinai He

made His love for this people the



issue, saying: "I am the Lord thy
God which brought thee out of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage."
And Israel itself had stood upon the
far shore of the Red Sea singing:
"Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth
the people which Thou hast redeem
ed," Exodus 15:13. What, then, had
been so good for them in the land
of Egypt? Did they, perhaps, long
for the freedom of slavery ?

Yes, indeed; that was it, exactly!
Whoever thinks that the freedom

of slavery is a contradiction in terms
does not know human nature. In

Egypt, this people had been subject
to human masters. While they were
free to eat the food supplied them
and to sleep at stated times in the
homes provided, their productive life
was completely regulated for them
and they spent their days without
facing the responsibilities of free
men. They had no decisions to
make. They did what they were
told from morning to night, year in,
year out. That is freedom of a sort.

Freedom's Burden

Now, suddenly, they were truly

free. Not that they were without
law; for at Sinai their God had

made a covenant of Law with them.

But this covenant made them re

sponsible for a voluntary obedience
of^ love, a purposeful choo.sing of
God's way, a life of service in
faith. It called upon their faith to
exercise itself in meeting the vital
issues confronting them in life with
individual, personal decisions, do

ing the kind of thinking for which
God's children are qualified because
God has called them with His bles
sed promises and invited them trust
ingly to choose the things that are
good In the days of Joshua they
were still being challenged: "Choose
ye this day whom ye will serve!"
Elijah continued their education in
freedom with his memorable words:

"How long halt ye between two
opinions ?"

A Life of Deciding

But such decisions are often dif

ficult to make; for the flesh rebels

against the burden of the freedom
of children of God. The sinful

flesh, which still clings to Christ
ians, is born to slavery and enjoys
taskmasters. This we know from

personal, fretful experience. Have
you never had those bad hours in
your life when you wished that
someone else would relieve you of
the moral responsibility of making
a decision, and just tell you what
you had to do? Is not that very
spirit active in the life of Christians
if they struggle against the respon
sibility of acquitting themselves in
their priesthood by "perfecting holi
ness in the fear of God" (2 Corin
thians 7:1) ; by exercising the sen
ses "to discern both good and evil"
(Hebrews 5:14); by "trying the
spirits whether they be of God" (i
John 4:1); by strong personal.
Scripture-based convictions held in
days of conflict in the churches
where error and corruption have



driven their wedge? How often must
one not witness the spectacle of in
doctrinated Christians who d^ in
their heels when the duty of fahfar
ful witnessing calls to them and re
fuse to move until a pastor or a sy
nod or a majority gives the order?
How willing are some to be con
tent wilh managing their homes and
secular affairs, enjoying the ledc
and garlic of comfortable existence
while letting others find the ans
wers and make the decisions in sjMr-
itual matters! Thus would hearts

dwell in Egypt and not in the cov
enant-promises.
Let us on our part see that we

do not murmur on this way in which
God has led us and on which we
have followed, being convinced by
the Word and intent upon the end
of our journey. It is never well with
God's children in Egypt For they
are sons and not servants; not
children of the bondwoman, but of
die free, Galatians 4:31.

£. SCHALliER

PSALM 127:1-2

Sickness or death in the home,
famine or war in the nation* can so
quickly bring home or natkm to
ruin. Rank and position do not in
sure wealth and security. Those de
pend upon the blessing of the Lcaa>.
Yet man in his pride thinks his
wisdom and strength can accomp
lish all things and give success. He
thinks so especially when he is
placed in a positron of authority.
And most of us do rule or govern,
if not in public life, then at work
or especially in the home. Now that
he rules, man thinks it is all up to
him. Solomon teaches us otherwise.

Except the Lord build the house,
they labour in vain that build it:
except the Lord keep the city, the
wathchman waketh but in vain.

Men b^n to rule in the home
or in the nation Mrith g^reat zeal but
soon find matters do not go as they
plan. They cannot accomplish what
they want to for people respond
with unthankfulness, they judge and
condemn. People become jealous,
they scheme against those set over
them. This leads the rulers to one
of two evils. Either in stubborn

pride they throw aside their respon
sibility to rule, do not hinder the
wrong with laws and punishment,
but let all go as it will. Rulers and
citizens beccxne corrupt, the hwne
runs wild. This is called anarchy.
Or in anger they become defiant
and force their mind and way upcm
those under them by brutal might.
These rulers are always at war with



citizens or workers, or in the h(Mne

with wile and children. This is

called tyranny.

To avoid either evil we must

learn from Solomon that in om

rule it does not depend upon us.
We do not ever displace God in our
rule, but we are His instruments.

God must build the home or else all

we do will be in vain. We are to

labor faithfully in our governing
and do all we can to direct matters

in the right way. Should we have
success, we are to praise God for
it. If not, we must leam patience.
Leave it to God to work it out as He

wills. Thus a Christian speaks:
Lord, teach me to rule well. Since

it is your rule and I am only the
instrument, stand by me. I will do
what I am able, but you must give
^our blessing.

Just as in the home so also in
government, except the LORD keep
the city, the watchman waketh but
in vain. God must keep, preserve
and protect, the city, the state, the
nation. Otherwise all man's efforts

for prosperity, and his plans for de
fensive weapons and watchmen of
radar are in vain. The nation is

not ruled by the wisdom and
strength of man. This does not mean
it is wrong for men to obtain know
ledge and to work faithfully to rule
well. But it is wrong for man to
praise none other than *T". King
Nebuchadnezzar once said: "Is not

this great Babylon, that I have
built for the house of the kingdom
by the might of my power, and for

the honor of my majesty?" As soon
as he said this, he was driven from
men and did eat grass as oxen. This
punishment was upon him until he
knew "that the most High ruleth
in the kingdom of men, and giveth
it to whomsoever he will."

Solomon speaks so to proud men:
It is vain for you to rise up early,
to sit up late, to eat the bread of
sorrows: for so he gweth his be
loved sleep. Many think by their
continual labor they will have and
do anything they want. Their labor
is all important, more important
than hearing and learning God's
Word. And yet to push aside God
by despising His Word also sets
aside His blessing. These work
ceaselessly and have sorrow in re
turn, since they worry and fret day
and night. It is not wrong to work
hard, but we are to look from our
work to the Lord for His bless-

ing.Thus we can have a quiet heart
and peaceful sleep, for we know our
success will come as a blessing from
the Lord.

So then God must gfrant His
blessing or else all building, watch
ing, woricing is useless. It is His
work, not ours. We prepare the
ground and sow the seed, the Lord
must give the harvest. It is for His
blessing we pray, it is His blessing
we praise.

L. G. BERNTHAL

Except Thou build it. Father,
The house is built in vain;

Except Thou, Savior, bless it.
The joy will turn to pain.



Observing the National Re

ANTI-COMMUNISM-ISM

Should churches get busy with
anti-communist activities ? Should

we form anti-communism study
groups in our congr^tions? Should
the pulpit and bulletin commend the
un-American Activities Committee

and urge that letters be addressed
to them? Should we get signatures
on letters to congressmen and sen
ators urging the outlawing of the
Communist party? With mounting
intensity and excitement many
churches are doing these things. We
are being told that we are very re
miss when we do not sponsor such
activity. There is even an equation
growing that orthodoxy and anti-
communism are synonymous, and
that modernism in religion equals
communistic sympathies.
Why all this activity? The rea

soning is simple. Communism is
atheistic, and poses the greatest
threat at the present time to Chris
tianity. So it must be our prime tar
get in our "contending for the
faith."

This activity by churches is very
bad, very wrong. And many fine
Christians, we fear, are being drawn
into this enthusiastic evangelism,
which fights communism. They
think they are serving Christ and
His kingdom.
There is a correct opposing of

communism which belongs in the

qrfiere of the Church. But we must
carefully distinguish between social
theories of a communistic nature

and foreign nations which have de
veloped forms of government and
policies on the basis of these social
theories. Communistic theories have
been with us a long time. Plato,
Thomas More, Hegel, Feuerbach,
Marx, and Engels all contributed.
These philosophies and social the
ories must indeed come under the

scrutiny of the Gospel for we
judge all things. The pastor of to
day will be alert to the historical
truth that since 1917 socialism is
the number one thought pattern
which is dominating the minds of
the 20th century. Its influence af
fects everyone in the world, for we
are all children of our age. Many
changes and disruptions in the
Church today are due to the social
istic ideas sweeping through the
minds of men. We should contend

for the faith and each time godless
and anti-Gospel ideas threaten our
heritage received from Christ, we
should oppose and condemn them
with courage, clarity, and convic
tion.

But this has nothing to do with
Russia, Red China, or Castro. There
are communistic nations whose in

terests conflict with the interests of

the United States. These nations



JGioN AT Work . by the Editor

may be more or less hostile toward
our nation. They may wish to de
stroy capitalism and the democra
cies. They may pose a serious mil
itary threat to our nation. They
may have a huge network of spies
infiltrating our institutions and so
cial structure. This is the affair of

Caesar: of the State Department,
the Department of Defense, the,
FBI, the Cor^ess, and the White
House. In our democracy this in
volves every citizen within his
sphere of activity: learning history,
keeping abreast of new events, list
ening to his President's speeches,
paying his taxes, and writing his
legislators when he is pleased or dis
pleased with their work. And a dem
ocracy will only be as strong as the
strength of its citizens. But a good
State Department, a good executive,
strong defense, good counter espion
age, intelligent legislation against
subversive activity has nothing,
nothing to do with the commission
of the Church of Je.sus Christ. The
Church is not a society to help
Messrs. Kennedy, Rusk, McNa-
niara, and J. Edgar Hoover carry
out their tasks.

Ideas and theories and philoso
phies affect the soul. We oppose
wrong ideas with the powerful
Word of the Gosp>el. These ideas
in the hands of foreign powers may
pose a threat to our nation, our
democratic way of life, our free

dom, even our right to worship as
we wish. This is a physical enemy.
This requires physical weapons, and
the Church just does not have any
in its arsenal. Baptism does not
qualify a person for expert work
in legislation, espionage, or missiles.
The Church has an assignment.

A veiy big one. To preach the Gos
pel of our Lord in its truth and
purity to everyone we can reach.
National Religion continued
When the Church sticks to that
work it also brings blessings on
the nation. God does not destroy
nations in which His Gospel flour
ishes. Thus we help the nation when
we stick to our work of the heaven

ly kingdom. But when we depart
from our commission to forgive sins
and engage in anti-communist ac
tivities we actually serve the cause
of communism. For we make the
church a servant of the state. We
shall a.csist the enemy by sacrific
ing our heavenly charter for a li
cense to engage in earthly business.
That is the bitter irony of it all.
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Orthodoxy vs. Mission Growth?
Sometimes you have to be careful

not to learn a lesson. Even if the

lesson seems to be as clear as day.
As individuals and as congregations,
we in the CLC have garnered a
great number of experiences dur
ing the past trying months. These
should be valued as good, solid,
spiritual lessons. The Holy Spirit
has been covering important chap
ters with us in His School of Wis

dom. But we must always beware
of picking up false lessons together
with the true.

There are some who believe that

a church body must choose whether
to spend its energies preserving
purity of doctrine or spreading the
Word in a strong mission endeavor.
It is true, a church body that is
"numbers hungry" will be strongly
tempted to let down its confessional
bars to admit more people. A group
that closes its eyes to the leaven of
the Pharisees and tolerates lodge or
scout membership will find it much
easier to show statistical growth
than one that holds the line on such

issues. The church that "moves with

the times" will have a wider appeal
than one that is considered narrow

and old fashioned. Does this mean

we must choose between orthodoxy
and growth?

This view seems to have consider

able support in recent church his
tory. Was it not just during the
last generation, while launching a

powerful mission drive, that the
Missouri Synod lost its confessional
moorings? It is now hardly a dec
ade since the Wisconsin Synod be
came earnest about its obligations
toward foreign missions. Is it only
coincidence that during this same
period the starch began to wilt out
of that synod's confessional fabric?
The lesson would seem to be: if

you want to have a strongly con^-
fessional church and keep the Gos-
I)el pure, give up ideas of intensive
mission activity. Be content with
preserving the Truth for yourselves
and your children. Resign your
selves to the idea of remaining small.
Woe is us in the Church of the

Lutheran Confession if we ever

learn this lesson! It is not God's

Spirit but rather Satan that tries
to lead us to such a conclusion. If

he cannot garble God's message
concerning man's Savior, he is de
termined to bottle it up and keep it
from the masses who need it.

We should go farther back in the
history of the Church for our lessons
here. Nowhere do we see St. Paul

yield a half inch on sound doctrine.
His letters abound in warnings
against false doctrines and false
teaciiers. And yet, who has ever
been such a tireless missionary as
this samd apostle? His passion for
souls gave him no rest from tramp
ing the earth and speaking to
strangers about his risen Christ.
Must we then choose between



preserving doctrinal purity or car
rying out an energetic mission pro
gram? Paul would be the first to

The Things That
The Great Fallacy. J. Edgar

Hoover, writing in the July 19th
Christianity Today, under the head
ing, "What Does the Future Hold ?"

seeks to establish a decided contrast,
a "clash of ideologies," between de
mocracy as found in our, country and
communism as found elsewhere. He

writes, " 'Men,* says the Declaration
of Independence, 'are created . . . '
This presupposes a Creator — in
deed, one who is acknowledged in
the same breath. Here, then, is the
key contradiction in the two major
ideologies now clasliing throughout
the world."

"Man, says the Declaration of In
dependence, was created by God.
No, says communism, man is mere
ly a fortuitous product of the cease
less interaction of chemical and

physifcal elements — he has no soul.
And, communism continues, nature
is all — there is no God. . . . To
day's great struggle, in simple terms,
relates to the nature of God and the
nature of man. Man, says one ideol
ogy, is a spiritual creature with an
immortal soul. On the contrary,
says the other ideology, he is a
material creature in a material
world."

It cannot be questioned that the
Declaration of Independence ac
knowledges a supreme-being religion.
However, it is more than likely that

II

answer: Do the one, and leave the
other not undone!

N. H. REIM

Come to Pass

at the time of its writing all nations
in Europe, including Russia, would
have acknowledged as much. The
theory of evolution is of a later date.
It also can hardly be questioned that
communism is crassly materialistic
and wholeheartedly accepts, teaches,
and furthers the theory of evolution.
But surely, one would be hard pres
sed to maintain that on that point
it is much different in our country
today. The theory of evolution in
all its ramifications as it affects the

various fields of study is the ac
cepted premise in all state-supported
schools throughout the land. In
this the United States is no different

than Russia. What is more, although
we would break no lance for com

munism, it can be given this much.
At least it is consistent. Having be
gun with a godless, unscriptural
propositon it proceeds to the re
ligious conclusion which logically
follows — atheism. In our country
something else is tried.

Periodically, many of us, whose
children are attending public schools,
find it necessary to voice dissent
and protest against the religious
functions which again and again
creep into the school's activites. At

such times, we are heard kindly, and
our children are freely excused, and
we are told, "Your children have

the advantage of a religious home


