experiences with other church bodies, St.
John’s did not actually become a voting
member of the CLC until 1976.

There have been some controversies
in St. John’s history, and there have been
some losses as a result. But in recent
years the Lord has blessed St. John’s with
a Christian day school, begun in 1995
when the congregation was 100 years
old, and with many new members, some
of them coming from Missouri Synod
congregations in the area. We pray that
our gracious Lord may continue to bless
St. John’s congregation and all of its
members.

The other congregation I want to
talk about briefly is Messiah Lutheran
Church right here in Eau Claire. Many
CLC congregations have their origins in
the Wisconsin Synod, but the members
who organized Messiah congregation
were originally from the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod, sometimes known as the
little Norwegian synod. The 1950s were
troublesome years for all the member

synods of the Synodical Conference.
There was no longer unity on the
teachings of the Word of God, but rather
confusion and disharmony. Two pastors
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in
Eau Claire, Pastor Arvid Gullerud and
Pastor Keith Olmanson, guided their
members to a right understanding of
these things and eventually found it
necessary to withdraw from the ELS and
the congregations they served, Pinehurst
Lutheran Church and Ascension Lutheran
Church. Some of the members from both
congregations continued to honor them
as their pastors and organized Messiah
Lutheran Church.

The first service of the new
congregation was held on December 11,
1960, in the basement of the home of Erle
and Eleanor Boldon, living on the north
side of Eau Claire. The Boldons are
still living and will be celebrating their
60th anniversary later this year, if the
Lord so wills.* There were 71 persons
in attendance at that first service. Soon

Anniversaries Noted!
We asked Pastor Lau (author of the CLC history book, and of these chapel

talks on the book) to explain
the significance of this
picture. He tells us:

“What was remembered
by our children at the CLC
Convention (June 2010—
Ed.) was both our wedding
anniversary and the 50™
year of my service as a
minister of the gospel. Our
wedding took place on June
3, 1960, but I did not begin

service as a pastor until
later that year. To be exact,
Messiah of Milwaukee (at

David Lau, Sue Lau, Joe Lau, Anne Burns,
Sarah Schaller, Jessica Lau, Laurie Lau

that time) called me to be pastor on August 21, 1960. I announced acceptance
of the call on Aug. 28 on the same day that the constitution was adopted and
the first officers elected. I conducted my first Messiah service on Sept. 4, 1960,
and on Sept. 18, 1960, I was officially ordained and installed as pastor. Messiah
is celebrating its 50™ anniversary on Sept. 19, 2010, just one day after the 50"
anniversary of my ordination. Messiah also asked me to speak on that day . . .
and, God willing, that will take place. We’re looking forward to it. A few of the
charter members and near-charter members are still there.”



thereafter the congregation rented a
church building for services until their
own church building was built in 1962.
In January of 1963 the decision was
made to buy the Ingram Estate as the
home of Immanuel Lutheran College, and
since that time Messiah congregation has
steadily increased in membership until
today there are more than 700 members,
a much larger place of worship, and
a school with over 100 students. May

our Lord continue to bless Messiah
congregation and all the congregations
of the CLC. We sing TLH #462: 1-4.

—Pastor David Lau

*Pastor Lau has informed us that Eleanor
Boldon (who is mentioned in the chapel talk)
passed away on May 14, 2010. The memorial
service was held the afternoon of May 18 at
Messiah Church in Eau Claire. Erle is still
living. —Editor

s A
Surveying CLC History

From the 25th Anniversary Booklet (1985)
“Reflections—Projections”
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“Projection” Number Nine of Twelve

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TO SHARE

Late August and early September bring the beginnings of a new school year.
Education is an important part of life. There is so very much to learn about the world
in which we live and our place in it.

“Education” and “learning” are general terms, and there are various philosophies
of education with their diverse foundations. If education is important, it is equally
important that we have a proper basis for that education. The Word of God does
not leave us without counsel regarding what should be our personal philosophy of
education and the basis for that philosophy. If the education and its application are
going to touch the most important questions of life, the basis will of necessity be
Biblical.

It was for this reason that the apostle Paul spoke to the Greeks in the city of Corinth
in this way: “And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of
speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. For I determined not to
know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:1-2).

Paul considered eternal salvation to be the most important question for mankind.
And he knew there can be only one answer for that question: “JESUS CHRIST AND
HIM CRUCIFIED.”

All learning that does not contradict the gospel of Jesus Christ or any portion of
the Word of God is valuable and can be useful. However, it is the gospel of Jesus
Christ alone which is the power of God unto salvation (cf. Rom. 1:16).

The Christian element of our education is the crowning jewel. Whether our
education is obtained in a Christian school or a public institution, the home and the
church will stand ready to undergird and to augment with the Word.

May we use our education to serve God and our fellowman. And may Paul be our
example to prompt us to eagerly share the most important aspect of our education:
the gospel message which proclaims Jesus to be the Savior of the world.

—Pastor Douglas Libby

(Mankato, Minnesota)
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“Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations. Ask your
father, and he will show you; your elders, and they will tell you . . .” (Deuteronomy

32:7).

¢, .. Rehearsing the Lord’s leading”

As a fiftieth anniversary undertaking of the Lutheran Spokesman, we have
invited charter members of the CLC to write personal accounts of their experiences
in becoming members of a new synod and fellowship.

The intent is to allow individuals to speak for themselves. The first-hand
historical perspectives which they provide—theological and otherwise—are just

that, those of the individual writer.

This month we offer in our JUBILEE JOURNEYS & MEMORIES series the
memoirs of Gerhardt Mueller and Vernon and Sylvia Sprengeler.

“Remember those who . . . have spoken the word of God to
you, whose faith follow . . "—Hebrews 13:7

Memoirs of Gerhardt Mueller

My maternal grandmother grew up
in what is now the Baltic country of
Lithuania. All the adults of the community
worked outside the home while the
teenagers tended to their younger
siblings. Her family had a nominal
connection with the State Church. A
traveling evangelist or missionary of the
German Free Church gave lectures in the
area, to which the young people came.
My grandmother bought a Bible with the
money that she had earned as a baby-
sitter (her aunt called it a waste). She
began to teach the children in her care
some Bible stories and simple doctrines.
The local judge hailed her father into
court, and the judge was shocked when
her father said that his daughter was
old enough to make up her own mind

7 | Gerhardt
Mueller

about religion. The judge imposed a
fine and ruled that my grandmother be
housebound and not allowed to care for
children. As a young adult, grandmother
decided to leave home and family and
take residence in the seat of the German
Free Church, Planitz/Zwickau. She
joined the Free Church and married the
porter of the Johann Herrmann Printing
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Company, publisher for the Free Church.
Their four children, of which my mother
was one, emigrated to America in the
early 1920s.

My mother and father (also an
immigrant) settled in Green Bay,
Wisconsin. They looked for a church that
was akin to their German Free Church
heritage. They joined an American
Lutheran congregation. Within a year
they recognized that they were in the
wrong church. Then they joined the
Wisconsin synod (WELS) congregation
in Green Bay.

I grew up in Trinity Lutheran Church,
Neenah, Wisconsin. Already in 1939
my eighth grade teacher told us about
the looming conflict in the Synodical
Conference.

Pastor Edmund Reim was my
confirmation instructor. I graduated
from Dr. Martin Luther High School
and College (New Ulm, Minnesota) as a
teacher in 1947. I taught in three WELS
schools (Manitowoc, Wis., Plymouth,
Mich., and St Peter’s, Fond du Lac).
Then I received two calls at the same
time—to Mobridge, South Dakota, and

to Milwaukee. Both were accompanied
by private letters warning me not to
accept if I were one of “those” who were
inclined to leave the WELS.

Now it was my turn to “mark and
avoid” the fellowship I was in. I realized
that my decision would influence my
family for a generation (or more?). After
attending many meetings, I resigned my
call [at St. Peter’s]. I became a charter
member of the CLC. Newly-formed
Luther Memorial Church and School of
Fond du Lac, Wis., called me to organize
a school and to be its organist and choir
director. While a new building was being
constructed, Dorothy Schmolesky and I
held classes in the offices of a bankrupt
feed company.

I served at Luther Memorial School,
Fond du Lac, for thirty-four years. I
retired after forty-eight years of service
in the church in 1994. It has been a long
journey from the State Church to the Free
Church in Germany, from the American
Lutheran Church to the WELS, and
from the WELS to the CLC during three
generations led by the Spirit. To God
alone be the praise and the glory!

Memoirs of Vernon and Sylvia Sprengeler
(ages 82 and 74, respectively)

We were members of Redeemer
Lutheran Church, Cheyenne, Wyoming,
at the time the Church of the Lutheran
Confession was organized. Our pastor at
the time was the Rev. Winfred Schaller
Jr., one among many who shared the
position that the Wisconsin Synod should
separate from the Synodical Conference
because of the unionistic practices of the
Missouri Synod with other Lutherans
straying from the true teachings of God’s
Word.

After two  Wisconsin  Synod
conventions (in 1955 and 1957), with
no definite Scriptural action being
taken, our pastor personally resigned
from the Wisconsin Synod. Before our
congregation voted its decision in this
matter in the fall of 1957, we assembled at

weekly informational meetings to review
1

The Sprengelers in Redeemer church,
Cheyenne
the history of the unionistic practices
taking place in the Synodical Conference
4as opposed to the true Word of God.



“The Scripture cannot be broken”
(John 10:35). At a following voters’
meeting a majority of members voted
to break fellowship with Wisconsin
Synod—three families dissenting—
Romans 16:17 being our watchwords and
defense.

Looking back, we see how our Good
Shepherd carried us along, always
comforting us through His Word
and in communion with one another.
Our congregation, Pastor Schaller,
and teacher LeRoy Greening faced
financial burdens, as our congregation
was one of very few, if any, mission
congregations operating with a school.
We were receiving synod subsidy for two
salaries and mortgages on our church
and parsonage, but these obstacles were
not the priority consideration in coming
to this decision. Our servants and their
wives found extra employment while
continuing their preaching and teaching.
We received criticism and negative
comments from some family and friends

who were in disagreement, but through
prayer and Scripture-searching the Lord
held us firm.

Psalm 115:1—"Not to us, O LORD,
not to us but to Your name be the glory,
because of Your love and faithfulness.”
To our children and future generations:
We thank the Lord for our parents who
taught us to follow God’s Word; we pray
for the Holy Spirit to lead us on, not
boasting in ourselves personally or as
a group in coming to this decision, but
glorifying our loving God who by His
strong arm has protected us and guided
us in His truth.

God’s Word is our great heritage

And shall be ours forever;

To spread its light from age to age

Shall be our chief endeavor.

Through life it guides our way,

In death it is our stay.

Lord, grant, while worlds endue,

We keep its teachings pure

Throughout all generations. (TLH #283)
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- Immanuel Lutheran College

Spring Concert and Commencement, 2010

Perhaps others felt as  did at the Spring
Concert of the ILC choirs on Friday, May
21, at Messiah church, that “the beams
and lintels trembled at the cry” (TLH,
#249). Almost every selection closed
with crescendo to fortissimo sufficient to
“raise the roof,” as my father rejoiced to
comment on such occasions.

The Knowledge to Know (theme of
the concert) was brought to our trembling
ears in rousing and reverberating paeans
of praise; our hearts were lulled with
sweet melodies, and our spirits were
edified with portentous texts glorifying
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

We were escorted to the entry steps
of the vestibule of heaven with soaring
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trumpet, supportive organ, and thrilling
voices—and I expect I was not alone in
feeling that the beams and lintels of the
Spirit’s temple trembled at the cry.

On Saturday, May 22, we gathered
at the ILC Field-House for the
Commencement service, and President
John Pfeiffer guided us with the
Scriptures of Psalm 15:1-10 and Proverbs
16:9 to consider our ways and paths—
particularly the ROADS (the sermon
topic) by which the Lord has directed our
steps during the past fifty years.

So, where will God take the graduates?
May He take them where their parents
and grandparents and all generations of
God’s people have been led under His



Graduates of ILC,
Spring of 2010

(No Seminary graduates)
College graduates:
B.S. degree to Tamar H. Pfeiffer, Hecla,
SD
A.A. degree to David E. Greve, Eagle
Lake, MN, Noelle K. Pansch, Fargo, ND,
Emily M. Ryan, Eau Claire, WI

A.A. degree recipients:
Noelle, David, Emily
Scriptural guidance!

College diplomas were awarded to one
Bachelor of Science and three Associate
of Arts graduates by Dean John Ude.

High School diplomas were awarded
to twenty-three graduates by Principal
Jeffrey A. Schierenbeck.

Before us lies a road unseen

Through our weak, fleshly eyes.

But all is known to You, O God.

On You our heart relies.

“Cling tightly, Father, to my hand;

Your strength is all I need.

Your pow’r and Your redeeming grace

To heaven’s joys will lead.”

(From the post-sermon hymn “By
Many Paths” [John K. Pfeiffer], stanzas
2 and 10)

—Prof. Em. Paul R. Koch
Eau Claire, Wisconsin

High School graduates:

Ryan Augustin, Eagan, MN
Naomi Bernthal, Fond du Lac, WI
Gretchen Eichstadt, Hales Corners, W1
YanYi He, Henan, China

Brianne Heinze, Eau Claire, WI
Emily Hulke, Eleva, WI

Katherine Kazemba, Round Lake, MN
Alyssa Krause, Markesan, W1
Tyler Louderman, Schaumburg, IL
Renae Markus, Eau Claire, WI
Caleb Meyer, Eau Claire, WI
Samuel Meyer, Watertown, SD
Jessica Ohlmann, Valentine, NE
Melissa Otte, Lansdale, PA
Nathaniel Rehm, Eagan, MN

Carl Reim, Loveland, CO

Samuel Rodebaugh, Franklin, WI
Amy Roehl, Eau Claire, WI

Luke Schaser, Madison, WI
Samantha Sterner, Eau Claire, WI
Emily Tester, Bloomington, MN
Jesse Ude, Eau Claire, W1
Christopher Voit, Heron Lake, MN

FAREWELL, ILC

by Carl Reim

From a student paper, The Flash, May 2010

Spring is in the air. Baseball and softball are in full swing. The musical is over.
Banquet pictures are appearing on Facebook. Signing Lances is starting to feel more

like homework. Final review sheets are being handed out. All of this, of course, means
16



that the end of school and graduation is
right around the corner.

Before, graduation didn’t mean a
whole lot to me. Yes, it was sad knowing
that you won’t see most of the graduates
around campus the following fall. But it
also meant that you were one year older
with more privileges. However, it’s going
to mean a whole lot more for me and my
classmates this year. Many of us will be
saying goodbye to this school, to our
friends, and to each other. It’s starting to
sink in on me, that this is it for us. High
school is over and our lives are beginning.
It’s really somewhat of a scary thought. We will each be in control of our future.

Every decision we make will have an impact on our future. I can’t speak for
my classmates, but I'm sometimes worried that I'm not doing the right thing. Am
I making a mistake in the college I'm going to? Am I not getting enough financial
aid? Am I making the right decision on the courses I'm taking? Am I going to get
the right kind of degree? Am I going to be tempted beyond my control during my
college days? All of these questions have crossed my mind a lot during my last high
school days.

A lot of people say that ILC is a safe little bubble. They say that we don’t know the
real problems of the world and we won’t be prepared for them once we leave. It’s true
that we live in a very sinful world, and college is a place where Satan waits to draw
people into a life of sinful acts. However, I don’t think that any of my classmates are
oblivious to the rest of the world. Instead, I think that my classmates are much more
prepared to deal with sinful situations than most Christians are. Why? Because all of
them have had an education here at ILC.

I have always felt that ILC is a very special place. A “happy place,” as Prof.
Pfeiffer would say. I feel this way because we have wonderful, caring profs who are
willing to help us in any situations, from bumping up your grade to something to do
on the weekends. I can’t remember a time when I was turned down by one of our
profs when I asked for something. It is obvious to me that this is not something they
do for a paycheck; they do this because they have been called by God to serve Him,
by serving us. I’ve heard a certain professor say more than once that he loves his job,
and he looks forward to coming to school every day to give us not only an education,
but a Christian foundation. This means a lot to me, because not very many people
can say that they enjoy their job. I guess what I'm trying to say, is that the profs here
love us. They want the very best for us and are willing to help us in every way. Yes,
they may seem heartless and dull at times, but by being respectful and open-minded
we are showing that we love our Lord and Savior, for He appointed them over us.
I know I wasn’t always the best student, and I definitely wasn’t very thrilled when
assigned an essay, but looking back at my time here at ILC, I really regret that.

Although the future freaks me out, I realize that I have nothing to be scared of.
I have built such a firm base here at ILC, which includes amazing friends which I
know T’ll always be able to count on, Professors whom I trust to continue helping
me in the future if I need it, and numerous life lessons. Because of this, I know that
wherever I go, whoever I'm with, whatever troubling situation I end up in, I'll always
have this amazing, inspirational experience of ILC. I know I’ll never be alone in
my life. God will always be there for me, and I'm sure He’ll use my old high school
friends at times to help me get through. I could never thank everyone at ILC enough
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for what they have given to me and to everyone who comes here.

One thing I'm really going to miss about ILC is the chapels. I regret to say that I
waited too long to take them seriously. It really is an amazing thing to be able to hear
the word of God from our wonderful faculty and speakers, twice a day. It’s amazing
how many times I found my way when I was lost while listening to these chapels.

So farewell, ILC. I will always be thankful that I was fortunate enough to come
here. I think my classmates can say the same. And to all those who still have time
here at ILC, make the most of it. Enjoy your time here, be respectful, and be thankful
for those who care enough about you to make your time here worthwhile.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. . . .You will seek me and
find me when you seek me with all your heart.” — Jeremiah 29:11,13

oS,
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‘i\-_\.: Immanuel, Mankato, Graduation—

“There is Nothing to Fear . . .”

Immanuel Lutheran High School,
Mankato, Minn., graduated twelve
seniors on June 6, 2010.*

Using Matthew 28:18-20 and Proverbs
3:5-6 as Scripture texts, Mr. Paul C.
Nolting addressed the graduating class
with the equation: “Christian + Ambition
= Great Commission.” The speaker
encouraged the graduates by noting that
the Great Commission is the motivation
thatlies behind each Christian’s ambition.
As the graduates ambitiously go forward
to develop and use their God-given gifts,
their class verse provides the perspective:
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways acknowledge Him, and
He shall direct your paths” (Proverbs
3:5-6).

Lord, You are My All in All

You are my strength when I am weak,

You are the treasure that I seek.

You are my all in all.

Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name!
Taking my sin, my cross, my shame,
Rising again—I bless Your name,

You are my all in all.

(—from the class” hymn)

Valedictorian Stephanie Purrington
spoke on behalf of the class. While
expressing thanks to the Lord, to parents,
and to the Immanuel congregation for the
Christian education received, Stephanie
recalled Bible verses that form the
foundation on which the graduates will
build their future.

Immanuel Lutheran School has been
a refuge for the past years—for several

| Mankato graduates—formally and informal “hat toss”
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students, thirteen years!—and now the
graduates will leave the refuge. But the
refuge was never really the school; rather,
it was the Lord Himself and the truth of
His Word that was taught there—"“In
God is my salvation and my glory; the
rock of my strength and my refuge is in
God” (Psalm 62:7).

As the graduates leave the security
and safety of their alma mater, there
is nothing to fear, for they take their
refuge with them and have His promise:
“Be strong and of good courage; do not
be afraid, nor dismayed, for the Lord
your God is with you wherever you go”

(Joshua 1:9).

My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;

All other ground is sinking sand.

(TLH #370:1 — sung by the ILHS Choir)

—Pastor Wayne Eichstadt, reporter

* Graduate names: Kenneth Hauschild, Dylan
Herme, Steven Herme, Emily Howley, Derrick
Irwin, Wyatt Karau, Christopher Koch, Dylan
Miller, Aaron Olmanson, Stephanie Purrington,
William Roettger, Christiana Schreyer
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“i\:-:: Celebrating Fifty Years of Grace at . . .

Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church

Morris, Minnesota

Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church
came into being on the night of June 5,
1960, when four families were moved

for reasons of conscience to sever
fellowship with the local Wisconsin
Synod congregation and to honor the call

After the Convention
communion service (June 23,
gl 2010), Pastor Elton and Mrs.
Doris Hallauer were honored
at a fellowship gathering
8 sponsored by their daughters:
4 Deb, Karen, Jan, Barb, Mary,
8 Sandy and Linda.

NOTE: Pastor Hallauer was asked to explain just what event was being
recognized. He replied that it was BOTH a wedding and a ministry anniversary:
“We were married on June 17, 1950, at Grace Lutheran, Milwaukee, Wis. I was
ordained on July 23, 1950, at Courtland Lutheran, Courtland, Minn., and Zion
Lutheran, Brighton Twp., New Ulm, Minn.”

Your editor wonders with you: How often has it happened that one pastor
serves a Christian congregation for the duration of his (and its!) ministry?

May God’s richest blessings continue to attend Pastor Hallauer and his wife

Doris!
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of their pastor, Elton Hallauer.

They held their first service in a two-
car garage on June 12. A month later they
moved from there to a large home near
Morris for a year, then a country school

The younger
Pastor
Hallauer

house for fourteen years, and finally, in
1975, to a new church building in Morris
(at 22 Brook Street).

Seven men met on January 9, 1961,
to organize the congregation, which
was incorporated two days later.
Finding themselves in agreement
with the teachings and practice of the
Church of the Lutheran Confession, the
congregation became a charter member
of that body at its convention on August
24, 1961.

Later that year Bethel began to share
its pastor with Peace Congregation of
Parkers Prairie, sixty-five miles distant,
an arrangement that was continued until
March of this year.

At Bethel there have been 40 baptisms,
52 confirmations, 19 marriages, and 11
funerals. Presently the congregation—
combined with the former members of
Peace Lutheran of Parkers Prairie—
numbers thirty-three souls, nine of which

OUR SEPTEMBER ISSUE will
report on the 50" anniversary Jubilee
Convention of the Church of the
Lutheran Confession.

are charter members.

By the grace of God, their first pastor
has been privileged to serve this flock
during the fifty years of its existence.

—Pastor Elton A. Hallauer

Interior of Bethel
Lutheran Church,
Morris, Minn.
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