(ISSN 0024-7537)

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF

THE BRIEF STATEMENT 1932-2007

LUTHERAN
SPOKESMAN

WE TEACH the sublime article of the

Holy Trinity; that is, we teach that the one true God...
is the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, three
distinct persons, but of one and the same divine essence,
equal in power, equal in eternity, equal in majesty....

WE HOLD that all teachers and communions

that deny the doctrine of the Holy Trinity are outside
the pale of the Christian Church...

‘We warn against Unitarianism, which in our country has
to a great extent impenetrated the sects and is being spread
particularly also through the influence of the lodges.
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“HAVE YOU NOT READ?”

In His teaching ministry on Earth
our Lord Jesus did not say very much
about creation. At least very little is
recorded in the four Gospels.

Of course, this does not mean that
He did not know anything about cre-
ation. He certainly did because He was
there. As His apostle John wrote: “In
the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things were made through
Him, and without Him nothing was
made that was made” (Jn. 1: 1-3).

In his teaching, the apostle Paul
likewise placed our Lord Jesus at the
beginning, side by side with His Father
in the work of creation. “For by Him
(Jesus) all things were created that are
in heaven and that are on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or principalities or powers.
All things were created through Him
and for Him” (Col. 1:16).

The letter to the Hebrews begins

with another reference to our Lord
Jesus as Creator. “God, who at various
times and in various ways spoke in
time past to the fathers by the prophets,
has in these last days spoken to us by
His Son, whom He has appointed heir
of all things, through whom also He
made the worlds” (Hebr. 1:1-2).

If He had wanted to, Jesus could
have told His disciples all the details of
what happened in the first six days of
world history. He could have drawn a
map of what the world looked like on
the seventh day: where the Garden of
Eden was, the exact location of the four
rivers, and the shape of the continents
at that time. But as far as we know, He
never did any such thing. Why not? No
doubt, because everything God wanted
us to know about the six-day creation
was already recorded in the book of
Genesis.

When the Pharisees asked Jesus a
question about marriage and divorce
(see Matthew 19), Jesus answered by
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asking them a question: a question: “Have you not
read that He who made them at the
beginning ‘made them male and
female,” and said, ‘For this reason a
man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh’?” (v. 4) With
this question Jesus directed the
Pharisees to the book of Genesis and,
of course, that book is what He wants
us to read and examine when any ques-
tions arise as to the origin of our world.

See What the Bible Says!

PSAL.M 98: 4

Think of the millions of words men
have written about their theories con-
cerning how things originated. Jesus
does not say we should read all their
words. What can mere men tell us
about what happened at the beginning?
God said to Job: “Where were you,
when I laid the foundations of the
earth? Tell Me, if you have understand-
ing” (Job 38:4). Job was not there, so
how could he know what happened
then? Huxley and Sagan and all the

other so-called experts were not there
either. So what wisdom do they have?

Jesus was there and He could have
told us everything, if He had wanted to.
Instead, He directed us to Genesis and,
in fact, in His response to the Pharisees
He quoted from Genesis chapters 1 and
2. In these chapters we learn what God
wants us to know about creation, and
we can be sure that what Genesis tells
us is absolutely true and correct in
every detail.

One of the tragedies of our time is
that many persons who confess Christ
as their Savior and who even accept the
Bible as the Word of God are not will-
ing to read Genesis as a factual account
of what happened.

Jesus would say to us all: “Have you
not read?” Don’t you know what the
Bible says? Don’t you know that
Genesis is the Word of the God who
was there at creation and who knows
exactly what happened at that time?
Don’t you know that Scripture cannot
be broken, that it stands unassailable as
the final word and authority on every
subject of which it speaks? Don’t you
know that God spoke in time past to
the fathers by the prophets, of whom
Moses, the author of Genesis, was the
greatest of all? “There has not arisen in
Israel a prophet like Moses, whom the
LORD knew face to face” (Deut.
34:10). “So the LORD spoke to Moses
face to face, as a man speaks to his
friend” (Ex. 33:11).

Very often the trouble is that people
read the wrong stuff. People get taken
in by the fancy theories of the experts.
People follow the arguments of those
who find fault with the Bible’s simple
account.

Critics may say that six days are not
long enough for all the events of



Prof. Lau comments on a few resource materials which treat the
subject of origins...

Although most authors on the subject of origins find fault with what God says in Genesis, we are
thankful for the few who take Jesus’ words to heart and read Genesis as God’s final word on the sub-
ject. Creation Out of Nothing is a 2004 book by Paul Copan and William Lane Craig, published by
Baker Academic. We read on page 60 of this book: “In light of the entire fabric of Genesis 1, creation
out of nothing is the only proper inference to draw.” In 1999 Canon Press of Moscow, Idaho, published
a book by James Jordan entitled Creation in Six Days—A Defense of the Traditional Reading of
Genesis One.

Douglas Judisch of Concordia Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana wrote Book One of Genesis,
which came out in its Second Edition in 1999. He simply says: “The Word of God requires us to inter-
pret the days of creation as days of ordinary length and, correspondingly, to repudiate all contrary
views, whether they shorten these days or lengthen them” (p. 87). Again, Dr. Judisch writes: “To inter-
pret Genesis 1 on the basis of modern evolutionary theory is to overthrow the principle of sola scrip-
tura in godly theology. For, by virtue of its divine authorship, Holy Scripture constitutes the sole legit-
imate source and norm of any teaching in the church. No external evidence, in consequence, may be
used to change the otherwise apparent understanding of any assertion of Holy Scripture” (pp. 99-100).

In 2004 Northwestern Publishing House of Milwaukee, Wisconsin published A Commentary on
Genesis 1-11 by Carl Lawrenz and John Jeske. The whole book is worthy of careful study, but we
quote here only one brief section to get the flavor of the whole: “Whenever yom, day, is modified by
a numerical adjective, cardinal or ordinal, in the Old Testament (and there are over two hundred such
instances), the meaning is always that of a literal 24-hour day, never anything else. Moreover, we saw
that both the narrow and the wider sense of yom is very clearly defined in verses 5 and 14. Thus even
a liberal Old Testament scholar like John Skinner, who himself does not accept the creation account,
nevertheless states in The International Critical Commentary on Genesis, p. 21: “The interpretation of
yom as aeon, a favorite recourse of harmonists of science and revelation, is opposed to the plain sense
of the passage, and has no warrant in the Hebrew usage (not even Psalm 90:4).”” (p. 63).

As usual, Martin Luther can be counted on as one who accepted God’s Word at face value and did
not try to interpret it in a way contrary to its plain meaning. So we read in Luther’s Works, Volume I,
p. 5: “We assert that Moses spoke in the literal sense, not allegorically or figuratively, i.e., that the
world, with all its creatures, was created within six days, as the words read. If we do not comprehend
the reason for this, let us remain pupils and leave the job of teacher to the Holy Spirit.”

Our confession on creation is summarized in these words from the Brief Statement of 1932: “We
teach that God has created heaven and earth, and that in the manner and in the space of time record-
ed in the Holy Scriptures, especially Gen. 1 and 2, namely, by His almighty creative word, and in six
days. We reject every doctrine which denies or limits the work of creation as taught in Scripture. In
our days it is denied or limited by those who assert, ostensibly in deference to science, that the world
came into existence through a process of evolution; that is, that it has, in immense periods of time,
developed more or less out of itself. Since no man was present when it pleased God to create the
world, we must look for a reliable account of creation to God’s own record, found in God’s own book,
the Bible. We accept God’s own record with full confidence and confess with Luther’s Catechism: ‘I
believe that God has made me and all creatures.””

Genesis 1 to take place. They may say
that Adam could not possibly have
named all the animals on the sixth day.
They may say that almost all reputable
scientists believe that the world is bil-
lions of years old, and almost all of
them accept evolution as the method by
which the various plants and animals

have developed. The thought might
come — How can so many smart peo-
ple be wrong?

What is recorded in Genesis is very
simple and straightforward. This is the
way it was. We are obviously dealing
with six normal days during which
God created everything that there is.



“Have you not read?” What God
wants us to know about creation is all
there. Jesus directs us to Genesis. Let
us read it and accept it with believing

hearts in childlike faith.

Prof. Em. David Lau
(Eau Claire, Wis.)

&

More on the subject of Creation—

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

The title-phrase is from Christmas
Hymn #98 in The Lutheran Hymnal, and
it speaks of the birth of our Lord Jesus.
In this writing we would suggest that the
phrase speaks of creation. All creation
itself was born of the Father’s love,
whose love remains unchanged and
demonstrated throughout all history
from the beginning to our day.

This unchangeableness of the
Father’s love bestows upon us the
confidence we have in Him, and not
merely in things temporal. The confi-
dence so gained in temporal things
strengthens the confidence we are to
have in Him in things spiritual.

God our Father simply and won-
drously demonstrated His love in the
entire work of creation (and in detail in
what He created on the sixth day).

He demonstrated this love from day
one even into the sixth day—in creating
time, light, day and night, the atmos-
phere, the sun, moon, and stars, the land,
lakes, rivers, streams, and oceans.

Thus we see that our Father prepared
the Earth for the creation of humans, that
they might exist with joy and enjoyment
of those things He created. The Father’s
love gives us a world to enjoy.

We see the Father’s love demonstrat-
ed further in the creation of aquatic life,
of creatures great and small, and of the
entire plant kingdom (that humanity

might have food on which to live). The
Father’s love puts food on our tables; He
provides.

We come to the sixth day. Having
created animals and creeping things,
with the creation of the garden in east-
ward of Eden, God the Father created a
safe, wonderful home for humanity.

In that garden He placed all manner
of trees which “are pleasant to the sight
and good for food” (as He told Adam
and Eve).

In the creation of Eve, the Father pro-
vided a helper suitable for Adam and
provided a happy home life. The Father
even provided a means whereby they
might show their love, devotion, and
obedience for Him; He did this with the
placing of the tree of knowledge of good
and evil.

There was nothing which the Father
withheld from them; everything they
needed was there.

Even though (as we know) sin
destroyed the perfection of creation, it
did not destroy the Father’s love for
what He had created. He provided all
humanity the means of escape from
sin in the SEED, who is “of the
Father’s love begotten, e’er the worlds
began to be”!

The continuation of that love is seen
in every promise given concerning the
SEED. It is seen in the fulfillment of



every one of those promises in Christ
Jesus. It shall be seen in its full glory
when our Lord Jesus returns to gather
His believers to Himself in the mansions
He is even now preparing for each one
of those whom the Father’s love has
brought to faith.

While we remain in this world,
eagerly awaiting that day and time, we
have the confidence that our Father
will—for Jesus’ sake—day by day pro-
vide us with all things that are good, be
they helpers suitable, homes, food and
drink, or work.

His love will never change, for He is
unchanging. As He was in the begin-
ning, He is now, and shall ever be, “ever-

more and evermore.”

Of the Father’s love begotten

Ere the world began to be,

He is Alpha and Omega,

He the Source, the Ending he,

Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see
Evermore and evermore.

Christ, to Thee, with God the Father,
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee

Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving
And unending praises be,

Honor, glory, and dominion,

And eternal victory

Evermore and evermore.

—Pastor Roland Gurgel
(Weslaco, Tex.)

&

The Divine Nature of Christ—

You Can Be Sure...

How many times haven’t we heard
that assertion in our title—from the
mouths of politicians, scientists, media-
prognosticators and even weather fore-
casters? How many trial lawyers have
not so told a jury? Right or wrong, our
life and happiness do not depend on
their affirmations (thankfully).

But there is an assertion that is true,
must be true, and about which we can
be sure. In fact, our life and future
depend on it. It is a fundamental doc-
trine of our Christian faith—namely,
the Divine Nature of Jesus of Nazareth.

This must be a surety, or there is no
salvation—either universally won and
offered or personally appropriated by
faith.

To be the Savior of mankind, to suc-
ceed in what was justly required, Jesus

6

had to be a perfect substitute in keeping
for us all God’s law and a perfect sacri-
fice in atoning for all sins. Only He
who was God Himself could be and do
this. This is what must be believed and
confessed.

But how can we be sure that Jesus,
born of human flesh, is divine? Just
believing something does not make it
true. Neither does a scarcity of evi-
dence make it not true.

Not to worry. God has provided
abundant evidence and compelling wit-
nesses to this necessary and amazing
Christian truth. God surely wants us to
be sure.

Consider the testimony of the fol-
lowing witnesses.

1) The divinely inspired Old
Testament writers. The great King



“THIS 1S MY SON,
WHOM [ HAVE CHOSEN:

LISTEN To‘ HIM

L U K E 9 =

David called his blood-descendant ‘my
Lord.” Isaiah beautifully described the
promised Son to be born as ‘Mighty
God’ (as to His person), ‘Everlasting
Father’ (as to His relationship with us);
yes, as ‘The Prince of Peace’ whose
kingdom would never end. Micah
named Him ‘Immanuel’ (‘God with
us’).

2) John the Baptizer not only identi-
fied Jesus as the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world but also
said of Him: “I have seen and testified
that this is the Son of God” (Jn. 1:34).

3) The angel Gabriel announced to
Mary that her Son, the ‘Son of the
Highest,” ‘that Holy One to be born,’
‘will be called the Son of God.” On His
birthnight a choir of holy angels
affirmed it by song.

4) Christ Jesus Himself testified, “I
am the Living Bread which comes
down from heaven. If anyone eats of
this Bread, he will live forever” (Jn.
6:51). “I am with the Father who sent
Me.” “My witness is true, for I know
where I came from and where I am
going” (Jn. 8:16,14).

5) Jesus also said that His miracles
validated and proved His claim of

divinity: “The works that I do in My
Father’s name, they bear witness of
Me” (Jn. 10:25). “Believe the works,
that you may know and believe that the
Father is in Me and I in Him” (Jn.
10:38). Indeed, who except God
Himself has power to calm storms,
heal, cast out demons and defeat Satan,
conquer death and give life?

6) The heavenly Father twice testi-
fied (at Jesus’ baptism and transfigura-
tion): “This is My beloved Son, in
Whom I am well pleased.”

7) The Holy Spirit was sent by Jesus
after His ascension. Proceeding from
the Father to all believers, He also tes-
tifies concerning Jesus (Jn. 15:26).

8) The Roman Centurion, who wit-
nessed the events of Jesus’ death on the
cross concluded, “Truly this Man was
the Son of God” (Mk. 15:39)!

9) The empty Easter tomb—as well
as the angel—fairly cried out, “He is
not here! He is risen!” Surely this very
rock rejoiced to protect and hold, even
for a few short hours, Him who made
the rock, conquered death, and arose
from it. Who has such power except
God?

10) The apostles lived, walked, and
talked with Jesus. Peter spoke for them
all when he declared, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the Living God!” St.
Paul, who later met Jesus after His
ascension, testified that He was both
God and Man and the one Mediator
between God and men.

Surely, we can be sure! The evi-
dence is overwhelming, the testimony
true and various—expert and eye-wit-
ness testimony; physical and circum-
stantial evidence.

In Old Testament times the witness
of two or three was required to settle or
confirm a matter. God has given us far
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more than the minimum—and for one tion among us. Of this important and
reason, “That you might believe that absolutely necessary matter, YOU
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” CAN BE SURE!

(Jn. 20:31). .
The evidence is solid and true. Let —Pastor Dav.ld Fuerstena
there be no doubts, no jury nullifica- (Ketchikan, Alaska)

&
V' Sowr Geop the Father's fovg for Us |

(Numbers 1 & 2 of a series of six Lenten meditations [2006] by CLC pastors
!! serving congregations in southern Minnesota) !!

No. 1 — The Father Gave His Son for Us

Prayer: Dear Father in heaven, I meditate upon the unfathomable love that
You have shown to all people in giving us the gift of Jesus Christ. This love is
beyond all imagination! I ask only that You allow me in some measure to under-
stand and appreciate its width and length and depth and height and to know Your
love that passes knowledge (Ephesians 3:18f). Thank You for showing us that love
in the face of Jesus Christ and Him crucified for us. Amen.

How deep the Father’s love for us
How vast beyond all measure
That He would give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.

R G

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that who-
ever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

John 3:16 is perhaps the most familiar and most memorized of all passages in
Scripture—and for good reason. It sums up in very few words the astonishing
Good News of God’s great love for all people. Indeed, it is called the “gospel in
a nutshell,” for it speaks volumes about the love of God that is detailed in the rest
of the Bible.

Here we see the greatest love in the world. It is the love of the Father who is
Himself love. God’s love will never fail, though even a mother’s love sometimes
does (cf. Isaiah 49:15). It is permanent and changeless. God has loved us with an
everlasting love. It is all-encompassing, for God loves nothing less than the entire
world—the same world that is frequently said to be at enmity with God; the world
where, we are warned, we should not set our roots too deeply; the things which
we are forbidden to love; the world that is partner to the Devil and our sinful
flesh. It is not always easy for us to love even the loveable as we should, but the
greatest love in the world loves the unloveable. This love wishes to rescue the
world from its own unloveliness of sin.
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We see the greatest gift ever given. Abraham found how difficult it was to sur-
render his only son, even to God Himself. His willingness to do so astounds us still.
We find it difficult to give much lesser gifts to God! Yet God was determined to give
whatever it took to rescue and ransom a rebellious creation. It took His dearest
Treasure—His eternal and only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, the righteous One.

We see the greatest promise imaginable. We need not perish! Death is over-
come. Its replacement has been won and that replacement is everlasting life—life
in the presence of the heavenly Father for all eternity. This has been won for us
and all the world. Grab hold of this life! Cling to Jesus in faith!

—Pastor Norman Greve (Eagle Lake, Minn.)

No. 2 — The Father Forsook His Son for Us

Prayer: Dear Father in heaven, as I consider once again the passion of Your
beloved Son, move me to do so with humility. Cause me to reflect upon the grav-
ity of my sins, to repent of those sins, and to turn away from them. Fill my heart
with the joy of knowing that You sent Jesus to redeem me from my sins and to
bestow upon me-by Your grace through faith-the gifts of forgiveness, life, and sal-
vation. Renew my mind through the working of Your Holy Spirit, so that I might
serve You with joy and faithfulness all the days of my life. Amen.

How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns His face away,
As wounds which mar the chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.

PRI R

“And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eloi, Eloi,
lama sabachthani?’ which is translated, ‘My God, My God, why have You for-
saken Me?’” (Mark 15:34)

How deep is the Father’s love for us? It is so deep that He forsook His only
Son for us!

While Jesus hung upon the cross, the Gospel accounts of the crucifixion tell
us that the sky went dark for three hours. During that time Jesus cried out, “My
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Why was there darkness? What is
its connection with Jesus being forsaken by God?

The darkness was symbolic of the spiritual torment through which Jesus was
passing. The apostle John tells us, “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all”
(1 Jn. 1:5). The darkness over Calvary symbolized that God the Father had for-
saken His Son. He turned His face away from His Son’s pain and suffering and
allowed the full weight of His judgment to fall upon Him, leading ultimately to
His death.

God did this, not because He hated His Son, but rather because He loved us!
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life”. God “gave” up His
Son in order to fulfill His plan for our redemption—a plan that called for the
Son’s rejection.



The apostle Paul explains, “He [God the Father] made [Jesus] who knew no
sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2
Cor. 5:21). We deserved to die both temporally and eternally because of our sins,
but God the Father placed our sin upon Jesus. On the cross Jesus endured the pun-
ishment we deserved—the very punishment of Hell as our substitute. God for-
sook Jesus so that He might not have to forsake us.

How deep is the Father’s love for us!

—Pastor Paul D. Nolting (Mankato, Minn.)

&
The Eternal and Victorious King

In our meditations we are going to
pray for the advancement of the
Kingdom of God, as we do in the
Lord’s Prayer.

However, as we look at the world
around us, we will readily observe that
the mighty of this world don’t eagerly
bow before the Lord. They rebel
against Him and against His Anointed
One, Jesus our Savior.

So many of the mighty, and wise,
and influential of the world live in defi-
ance of God’s holy will. They see the
moral law as an undesirable constraint
on their plans, their pleasures, and
ambitions. They see the gospel as a
foolish scheme which refuses to
acknowledge their own supposed
innate goodness.

That is how it was when David
ruled. In Psalm 2 David observed in his
meditation the futility of this raging
against the Lord. David’s words proph-
esied of the reception the Messiah
would receive from the rulers of the
world when He would proclaim the
Kingdom’s presence to the world.

As we are about to enter once more
the season of Lent, all the schemes and
plots and manipulations of the Mosaic

THE PSALMS
THE CHRISTIAN'S

PRAYER BOOK
—Please read Psalm 2—
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Law by the rulers of the Jews quickly
come to mind as they tried to throw off
the shackles of the Lord’s Anointed.
They were sure of their victory over
Jesus when they saw Him nailed to the
cross. They were so sure of themselves
and secure in their power. They did not
realize how puny and insignificant they
were before the LORD. As our psalm
says, He held them in derision. He
laughed at their ridiculous plots to
thwart His holy and gracious will. All
they succeeded in doing was to bring
themselves under the deep displeasure
of the Almighty God.

God would and did set His King in
place on the holy hill of Zion! Jesus
was declared to be less than the eternal
Son of God, begotten of the Father
from eternity. He was declared to be
God’s beloved Son at His baptism,
upon the Mount of Transfiguration, and













































